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HE Duty 1 owe: to 

* | Great ante and 

the Reſpect: Dibear 
wc her Sugar Colo. 
nie, Inducd me r. write the 
, Detection; and the 
fame is oy t You be- 
cauſe the KING hatk been 


erate FA Pleas d 


F 
Fat or a to 
he F rſt 
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Rog on Power to look 
into the State of t theſe Colonies, 
which are ſaid tb be valuable 
BG B75 tain. 

You. will. Hd them ſtrug- 
gling in vain with our Two 
dextrous Rivals in the Sugar 


Trade, and at the ſame Time 


ſore pres 'd down with, Hard- 
ſhips and dice 
hs it may be preſum 11 
Nation 2 55 vor have la 

them under, had She no firſt 
been impos d gn: herſolſ/ by the 
plauſible Me Tafotmacibns of /Miea 
unacquainted with, theirunhaps 


py Situation por of thoſe whoſe 
bei: 14 A Aim 
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Ain ee ves And there Hp 
render Them c * and 

length x Burtheri to the Na- 
tion; and above all by t he poor 
Pride of many f oy Planters 
themſelves, in Joh ting of Wealth | 

they never Bad- The Pk dif- 

cerning Eye will ſoon ſee thro? ; 
and your well known Concern 
for- the Publick, will as readily 
af 75 You to promote the Re- 
Ini provement, and Safety 
4 1 Sugar Settlements. be⸗ 
eiuſe it is Ares on all Hands, 
that the Publick Intereſt re- 


quires them to be promoted. it! 


GREAT Odbcries are Tais d - 
af yout Conduct in othet Mat- 
rs nch in the main 
ri Ito proceed from HENa- 
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ture, Selfiſnneſs, and Envy: 
at leaſt, theſe Out- Cries haying 
been very loud and long, it; 18 
Mg flible hut they muſt have 
2 55 Era where hap+ 
pily ſus a Frince whoſe Pene- 
tration is no more to be deceiv d 
or eyaded, than his Love to his 
Subjects can be reſtrain dior 
_ diverted;. and who: therefore 
would: molt. certainly,” before 
this, have (to ſay the mildeſt) 
ee Mg in 
had not found them (to 

mildeſt here t99) bees or 
ill grounded A 


As We. tucu- cu will bs 
| rage the Length of his Chain, 

and make the moſt diſſolute Uſe 
of Liberty; * are . 


Ain 


1 ]. 
nion, that neither Heaven nor 
Earth can long endure to ſee 
Goyernment (any more than 
Religion) inſulted and lam 
3 But be that as it will, 
one may venture to pronounce, 
that, let your Enemies exclaim, 
calumniate, threaten, and rage 
on as if inſpir d by Furies, and 
propagate; the Fr roductions of 
their Spite to Polterity too, If 
it may but be ſaid, that - the 
. COLONIES of E NGLAND; 
when reduc d (thro the too ſuce 
ceſsful Arts of her indefatiga- 
ble Rivals, their own Indifere- 
eſentations of 


13h hae El. aud 1 
ready 
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rbady vb pe, Mig uf foot as 
Sit R owÞw TW 41/561. r 
took'dinto the Caſe in the Tear 
1732,-0btain that'Redreſs. and 
Encouragement, *which hid beet 
amplor dn ns Purpoſe under al. 
mos every Miniſtry, 2b 
heir Rain was tdvancing, and 
which at once put them in 4 Cn. 
litiau , being more beneficial to 
their Mother Country than ever, 
his, ahne, mult out-balance 
(both in your own Mind in the 
mean Time, and wich the 
Lan ben fald or done by th 
Ul fated Men zh ure plain 
ſerlung to gain uch Employ- 
ments in chi State as'you ſeem 
in and ich 15A thouſand 
Sr 


— times 
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times worſt) auch: Ahe: 


ſeem, fromm the: [2Ipmtbn and 
Principles that pervade their 
Writings, not to be qualified 
for. For my owe Part, I 
dread our falling into their 
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long Continuance of Your's: 
andy conſideting your Wiſ⸗ 
dom, and"Abilities, ſo Viſibly 
ſuperior to theſe Adverſaries, 
and ſo Wholly devoted to 


the Crown and Nation, as I 


truſt ſoon to acknowledge 
from the Preſs Your Favours 
to the Sugar Colonies, and in 
particular to Sr Chriflopher's, 
whoſe State has been unfair- 


ly* or ten to You, and 


is endeavour'd to be ſet in a 


true Light, in ſome Points, 
in 
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10 this Devil, D I cannot 
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Oe E an” — to andetine 
People in their long-continu'd 
Miſtakes, in Matters merely 
ſpeculative, . is ſeldom taken 
well; with what Diſtaſte and 
Anger muſt one be receiv'd at 

N firſt, which pretends to detect 
Miſtakes'i in daily Practice, — the Perſons 
impoſing on themſelves or others, imagine that 
both find their Account ? Fhis I take co be the 
Caſe at preſent with the Bulk of the Sugar Plant- 
ers of Barbadoes and the Leward Ilandi, as well 
as with too many of our Countrymen in Englans, 
with reſpect to the State and Situation of theſe 


Planters, - But let it be received as it will, ſince 
B I am 


| 
| 
| 


| CS . 
Lain under ſome Obligations to one or two of 
; theſe Inands, in which wi have been ſertled now 
above twenty Years, and under much greater to 
our Mother: Country, whoſe Intereſt I conceive 
is like.to ſuffer mo by the Miſtake, I ſhall for 
| 8 venture to lay 2 Ax to the Root of the 
ree; and remove from the Foundation,” if 1 
can, an Imagination which has done great Harm 
already to both, and will, I fear, do much more 
- not ſpeedil remov'd. For what can it profit, 
Miſchief muſt it not do to a Ma 
a e ſay, Ms are rich, and increg ad 
— Goods, and have need of nothing, when in the 
mean time they are (tho they know it not, or 
would ſeem not to know it) wretched, and miſe- 
raljey a2 gor, and blind, and naked 2. 442 

T I mall ſay of Barbados, is owing to 
a ſmall Treatiſe in pra intituled, The preſent ; 
of the Britiſh Sugar Colonies conſt der d, London, 

ie 1731. 
*/ AND what 1 would otherwiſe fay ef )the Lr. 
ward Iſlands, ſhall be taken from a Manuſcript 
now before me, which the Author, who is my 
Friend, affirms was never publiſſi d, inkituled, 
'Some: Account. of the Sale of the French 2 5 in the 
Iſuand of S. Chriſtopher, with the Conſegucuces of it 
to that Iſland and * Hus. in 7 wp 


52 As ** — the Writer of anotherſinal 
Tract in 8 vn, with this Title, Remarks upon 4 
Book, intituled, The preſent State of the Britiſh 
Sugar Colonies conſider'd, London, printei by 

Peele 1731, ſays (p. 6.) Theſe Nanders [the In- 

itants of Barbadoes, the Leward Iſand, and 


Jamaica] are the moſt opulent, moſt ſplendid, and 
gayeſt People of all His Majeſty's Dominions, to 


Which he adds, 1 even. very few abaut bis 
Courts 


1 


Courts eucapted. And again, p. 31. I laue reaſon 
ta be f Mr Gee's Opinion, who, ſays ——— be 
« . Illand, of Barbadoes is, very much worn ut, and 
does not afford the Quantity of Sugars as here- 
tofore; and yet the Planters live in great 
Splendor, and at a vaſt Expence; while the 
French continue to live very frugally, and by 
their Labour, Induſtry, and Fertility of their 
Soil, are able to under ſell us.“ I quote this 
Writer here only to ſhew, what is the 3 
Notion in Exgland of the Wealth and Opulence 
of the Sugar Manufacturers of theſe, Iſlands, 
abo are enriched (ſays another), by their. Manu- 
facture to a ſurprizing Degree; and therefore, wa- 
ving other Authorities, ſhall take it for granted, 
that almoſt every Engliſb Reader is of the ſame 
Mind.. To what ſuch an univerſally received Mi- 
ſtake is owing, among thoſe in England, who look 
not into the Inſide of things, is not hard to tell: 
The hoſpitable and generous Spirit of moſt Sugar 
Planters, in which it cannot be denied they ex- 
ceed Perſons of like Eſtate or Wealth in Europe, 
the Extravagance and Luxury of the more un- 
thinking ſort, and a certain Species. of Vanity 
not uncommon among thoſe who ſubſiſt much 
on Credit and Reputation, have doubtleſs given 
great occaſion for it; bur nothing, in my Opinion 
cconduces more to lead Strangers into, and con- 
firm them in this Conceit, than when they. ſee 
Men, as eminent for Integrity as for Skill in the 
Subject they treat of, calculating the Profits and 
Expences of a Sugar Plantation in ſuch a man- 
ner, as to infer a very large Balance on the {ide 
of the former; this cannot but put the Matter 
out of queſtion, with all who love to have ſmooth 
Things ſpoken to them, or are fond of an agree- 
able Concluſion without examining the Premiſes, 
as a great part of Mankind are; and were it 
B 2 poſſible 


5 14 N 
poſſible for thoſe at Home, who have the Care 
and In jon of Plantation Affairs, to be of 
that Number (as ſome of them ſeem to have been 
in former times) and to ſuſpect no Miſtake in ſuch 
a Calculation, the Conſequences thereof might 
prove (as in a great Meaſure they did in thoſe 
ormer times) intolerable both to our Sugar Co- 
lonies, and our Mother - Country. And no Wri- 
ter, as I conceive, ever gave ſo ſeemingly fair a 
Handle for this, as the Author of The preſent 
State "of the Btitiſn Sugar Colonies confider'd has 
done, as I am now to lex. 
P IN order to which it is neceſſary, to ſer down 
his Sketch of the ſuppoſed yearly Produce and Expence 
of -a Sugar Colony, that is as the Gentleman ex- 

lains himſelf (p. 24.) the uſual amnal Produce 
land Expence} of Barbadoes alone, as the: Trade 
now ſtands "there, which Sketch, or Calculate, is 
(as he aſſures us, p. 23. where and in the pre- 
ceeding Page we have the Sketch) as near the 
Truth 45 polfble. ONES If "OI ET 
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Near Expence. F Freight. TAN 

| 900 N. f 1 A ping. [ors. 7 
ros 2800 Negroes | 

rom Aris - - *| 19,600] zoo 400 
ine from Madera : 2500 i200 156 


Refuſe: Fiſh not fit for a 
Þ European Market 
n catching and curing, & 2500 1800 20 
"JLumber, Boards, Staves, [EY 
1804. 2000] 4ooc] 3 


lower, Bread, Corn, Sc. 4000 zooch 30 
eef, Pork, Herrings, Sc.] 5ooo| zoocſ 300 
Linnen, Woollen, Iron, * 

Copper, c. (with Re- 
I turns as to Shipping and 


r — 


Sailors) - Ao to, oc 750 

| | | 50,000[40,000[2800 
Freight brought from . 
ho Þ yearly e e eee ee 
ads l Non 127 

| 116,000 Balance too, o 


420,000 


Tf the Author only means that, after-an Allow- 
ance is made for the Freight, Duty, Commiſ- 
fions, Port Charges, &c. of the yearly Produce 
of Barbadoes, the nett Profits will amount to 
420,000 l. and that after the Plantation Charges 
by him mentioned are deducted from the ſaid 
420,000 J. nett Profits, a Balance of 100,000 /. 
will remain ſomewhere in Great Britain, I am 
not his Adverſary, and the Miſtake may be juſt- 
ly retorted on my ſelf; but if he means, or 
would inſinuate, that the ſaid Balance of 100,000 
J. or even the greater part of it, is left in Great 
Britain to the Credit of the Sugar Planters of 
Barbadoes, in the ſame manner as the 116,000 J. 
Freight remains to the Shipping, the 50,000 7. 
"OR Duty 


C67 
Duty to the Crown, the 22,600 J. Commiſſions, 
Sc. to the Factors, and as "the 320;0001/. 
roduce of the Negroes, Wine, Proviſions, 
innen, Woollen, Iron, Copper, &c. ſome 
where to the Merchant, 'he ſeems to me to 
much miſtaken. himſelf, and at-the ſame time 
to lay a plauſible Foundation for the fatal Mi- 
fakes ſo current in England, concerning the O- 
pulence of the Sugar Planters, and by Conſe- 
quence for the many ſore Hardſhips they haye 
fo long labour'd under. For if, after all the 
annual Expences of the Barhadves Plantation are 
clear'd off, there remains {till out of the nett 
annual Profits, a Balance in favour of the Owh- 
ers of no leſs than 100,000 J. to be diſpoſed pf 
them elſewhere at Pleaſure, it 1s evident th y 
are (if we look no farther than to the Compais 
of their Iſland, and the ſmall Number of white 
nhabitants now ſettled on it, and overlook, 
as the manner is with thoſe in England who 
write on Plantation Affairs, their Stock in Slaves, 
Buildings, and Sugar-Utenſils) conſiderable 
Gainers as the Caſe now ſtands, and would be 
ſo much more ſuch, if their Sugar Trade was 
regulated as he would have it, and as I think it 
ought to be regulated, that who knows but ſuch 
their Gains might be deem'd a ſufficient Ground, 
not only to juſtify the heavy Impoſitions they 
complain of, but even to induce ſome in Eng- 
land to think of laying them under more and 
heavier? And I leave it to his own Conſidera- 
tion, whether his Calculate might not occaſion 
the e Reflection which the New. England Agents 
make in their, Repreſentation to the Parliament, 
viz, Our Sugar Iſlands are a rich and fertile 
45, Soil, they ſend great Quantities: of Sugar to 
© | England, for which they receive (but 10 a mugþ 
F fo Value). divers of the Neceſſaries of 775 : 
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We Balance of Trade is always greatly in their; Far 
5, vaury/ by which they have got, and till do 
get great Eſtates, and live in Wantonneſs and 
Luxury.“ But if no ſuch, Balance, or any 
thing near it,, is coming to the People of Bar- 
bagoes) from their Manufactures, then (as that 
Reflection will appear to be unjuſt, ſo), our Mo- 
ther Nation, inſtead of laying more and heavier 
Burthens on the Sugar Planters, will undoubted- 
ly find herſelf concern'd, in point of Sel; -Intereſt; 
to remove thoſe which, have ſubſiſted ſo 
a galkeady, and to grant to them ſpeedily the 
= and nnn now ſo Much de- 
247 18 
O come at . 1 will — this Gen- 
tleman, that Barbadves,, as her Sugar Trade now 
ſtands, makes annually 245,000 Hoglſheads of 
Sugar, worth, at the Market 3 20, 000 J. and 
155209; Hogtheads of Rum and Molaſles, worth 
go, oo, beſides. Ginger, Cotton, and Aloes, 
tothe Value of 20, 00 l. Nay, I do not know 
but that Iſland made in one of the laſt four Years 
a-ſexenth, if not a ſixth more; but it is confi- 
dently. faid, that (abſtracting from what he ac- 
knowledges, p. 24. viz. that the Fall of Sugar at 
Home, from the Price his Calculation was founded 
on, Which We know did happen according to his 
Fears, would lower his Calculation at leaf the clear 
Balance of 100,000 l. per Annum, and perhaps as 
much more) Barbadoes has not made this preſent 
Lear, 1731, above half the Quantity he men- 
or. 210, oo0 J. in Value; and yet the year- 
ly Coſts o che Plantation, viz. 320,000 J. ac- 
cording to his Sketch, have been in all Reſpects 
(except Cooperidge) the ſame, or rather more 
in the Article of Proviſions, which are, generally 
ſcarce and dear in dry- weather Years z the Crown 


Has loſt half the Duty, the Factors half the Com- 
miſſions, 
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miſſions, and the homeward bound Shipping dal 


the Freight he aſſigns them; and in the mean 
time the Sugar Manufacturers of Barbadoes are 
ſo far from having a Balance of 100, ooo l. a- 
riſing to them, that the neceſſary Coſts of the 
Plantation (even according to his under Calcu- 
late) muſt have brought againſt them no leſs 
than a Balance of 110, 000. for this very Lear; 
which, it will be confeſſed, is not ſoon or eaſi- 
iy to be retriev d. But paſſing this, (which, 
whether it be true of this Tear or not, 
Liver in Barbadoes knows to be too often t 
Caſe) I fay, I will allow the uſual annual: pro- 
duce of Barbadoes to be worth at the Market 
420,000 J. and ſhall go on to ſet down moſt of 
the Articles of the annual Expence of that Iſland 
as this Gentleman calculates them, and then add 
ſome others which I-apprehend he has omitted; 
every one whereof I ſubmit to the Gentlemen 
of Barbadoes chemſelves, and to none ſooner than 
the Perſon I am now oppoſing, or to any others 
that will be ſo kind as to diſcover in the moſt 
lic Manner (whether courteous, or other- 
wiſe, will break no Art rm en I wp Be 


miſtaken.” 0 | WO _ 
de ee _ E vole wy the Burbadoes C 
"analy. 91 

. 1 | at 

| 5 J. e 

2800 Nepses from eus — 0,00 
Wine from Madera — '—— 30,000 
Refuſe Fiſh, not fit for an Eure an 02 yi 
Market * . 20,000 


Lumber, Boards, Staves; 2 — — 40,000 
Horſes in Lumber-Ships —— ——— 15,000 
TY Bread, Corn, Wei aches hn 10,000 


_ over 195,000 


94 
l. l. 
| Brought over 195,000 
20,000 Barrels of Beef and 
Herrings, and 5000 Bar- 
rels of Pork, , Neats 
Tongues, and pickled 
Salmon, at 205. the Bar- 
rel — 
4000 Firkins of Butter 
(which is ſhort of 1 h in? 
in the Week for half thes 
White Inhabitants) at\ 
205, the Firkin — — 
N. B. It being neceſſary in 
making Calculations to 
fix on ſome certain Num- 
ber; in this, and the Ar- 
ticle of Apparel, I ſup-- 
poſe the White Inhabi- 
tants of Barbadoes to be | 
10,000 Men, Women 
and Children, but far 
from meaning thereby to 
aſcertain their Number ; 
which if greater, their 
Expence in both Arti- 
cles will of courſe be 
greater; as if leſs, a 


131 8 
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255000 
_ 
J ——— 220,000 
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Deduction is to be made. 
3000 Boxes of Candles, 
containing each 56 Þþ at 4200 
64. the Pound Weight «© 
Soap — 4200 


Hams and Fl litch- Bacon, 
ſuppoſing 1000 Families 
to conſume 40Th of both, | 
at 3 d. the Pound —— — 12,900 


.C Carry over 232,900 


ao} 


Brought over 232,900 

Cheeſe, the Quantity and } 34 060,05 
Price as the former — 

500 Tons of Beer, bottled 
Ale, and Cyder (which? 
is not quite one Pint a 7000 
Day for 3000 Perſons) -.- - 
at 14]. the Ton ——- ) 

Arrack (admitting the 
whole Alland to conſume 4 
ſix Gallons a Day) at 52.5 
165. the Gallon — — 

Rbeniſh, Portugal, and Ca- 


nary Wines, ſuppoſe -- F ' 
French Liquors by the Way > 910! 

of Ireland, Martinico, Sc. - 1.200 
| ſuppoſe —— — 11,252 
Apparel by the Year. for F- 

10,000 White Men, 

Women, and N 

VIZ, 

300 Men at 26“. 105. 

each, thus, 

l. as. 

2 or 3 Hats — 2 00 
i Wig — — 4 40 
Silk Stockings - 1 10 0 
Thread ditto - = 1 0 0 
Gloves — — 1 - of 
Shoes &Slippers 1 C 0 =o 
1 Suit nag 0 13.289 

of out- ſide > 10 0 0 

Clothes 22 C | : 1 
Linnen and | 

Silk Night- 5 10 0 þ- 

gown... or WE 13,250 
4 Banyan © - - | 


| — — 
C r 2900 11119 Carry over 257,402 


1 WR 


J. 
Brought over 

500 Women at 32 L each 16, ooo 
500 Men at 161. each 8, 000 
500 Women at 20 |. .each | . 
4000 Men, Women, and rh 

Childrenat'y l. each bee 
4000 more at $0 5. each 10, oo0 | 


Clothing by the Year — 0 
(ſuppoſe) 70;000' Nev 3 
groes, „Women, 
and Children, viz.Draw: ' 
ers for the Men, Coats 
for the Women, and 


Waiſtcoats for both, at es 0 


45. per Head,  whichs[ Al 5 
(allowing for the Hats, 
Liveries, and © finer 
Cloaths of many of the 
Houſe-Negroes)| ls very. I. * 


moderate 
3000 Hogſheads of Londa 


=z 


and Briſtol Lime — — 
| \ £23818, © 45945 


96924 


That al the foregoing ate neat n 25 


Truth will believe). ab} granted; 

but it muſt 'b&!left to the Gentlemen 

of Barbagoes, or their Factors in Eng- 

land, 

of the following Articles. 

Oats, Pale, and Horſe-Beans — 
Carry over 


& & 9 
== 


L C 2 Coach 


td make an Eſtimate of Pen 


* 
257,402 
aan 
7 
80,000 
7 
7 
4-46 
VTU<L 4 
= 
7 . SY > 1 
= _—— - 1 
4 j 
Ard a 
E: 
#4 
WES Ly 
| g oj 
1, av a. wo * 
051103 . 1 
e 1 
of a . 4 f 4 
354,402 F; 
{13 \ 
'4 - > ST ; 
Avi 
1 
* 294 
if, 
22 


5 
19 
1 

* 
* 
| 


Brought over 
Ciel i, Saddle Horles from Eng) 
land, with laying in for them Mens(!// 
and Womens Saqdles, Harneſs, // 
Boots, Se. — —— —½4 ſg — 2 'þ 
Coals from England ¶Eire-wood 53 1 
now ſcarce in Barbagees) and Smith 
Coals —- - 
Fire- Locks, Fowling · Pieces, Piſtols, > 
Walking- Swords, Gun - Poder, > 
Sc. — : — —— — 
Clock-Work, and Gold and Silver 
Watches . 
Family Pictures drawn in England - 
[I would have Plate and other Pictures - 
omitted, becauſe [allowing for! the. 
Duty and Faſhion of the former, 5 
and the Riſque and Inſurance of F- 
both) theſe are Money] —— — 3 
Glaſs for Windows, Looking and 
Drinking- Glaſſes, Toys, &c.—— 4 
Sweet Oil, Anchovzes,. Capers, Al- 4: 
monds, 'Olives, 2 5 
Currents, Raiſins, Pepper, Mace, 
Cloves, Cinnamon, r. 
Upholſtery, Bed and Table-Linnen, 
Tables, Chairs, Scrutoires, and o- 
ther Cabinet- Ware — : 
Manufactur'd Fewer ' '*\ hq 
Tobacco 88 from a 
Snuff, . ce Spaniſb and > 
French Eh Sue „c. — — 
Stationary Ware —— — —— — 
Apothecary Ware — ——— — 
Bricks, Pantiles, Paving Stone, s, 
Earthen, and Stone Ware 
Carry over 
3 Iron- 


e e 


# =» — — 
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227 Brought over 
lem Worte viz. Nails of all Sorts for, 
Buildings, Sc. Carpenters and otiier- 
Workmens Tools, Hinges and Gar- 
nets, Locks of all Sorts, Hoes, © 
Hand- Bills, Horſe- Shoes, Fc. 3 
Lead, Braſs, Coppets for ae . 
ing, Stills, Mill- Work, willi the ſe- 1 
vera! Utenſils for Sugar- making  - 
Lamp-Oil, Tallow, Sackcloth, s 
_— to Counſel in ENland for. NN ©.) 
Suits carried on in Barbagoes, and 
England 
Salaries: to Agents in England, at 
Expence of Negotiating the Public 
Buſineſs there — 
And if it be allod (ſays the Author 1 
of The Importance of the Britiſh Co-. 
' Jonies of America 10 England; Lone 18 
don, printed for J. Peele, 1731, 
P. 28.) that they the ru bake? D 
Barbadoes] are in debt to us [England] 
the Sum of 100, ooo l. for which they | 
pay eigbt per Cent per Annum In. 
tereſt, that amounts to — 
And we will ſuppoſe (ſays the ſame 
Writer, p. 27. that there are con- 
- ftantly here in England 100 Gentle 
men of that I land, ſome . their \, 7 
{Health or] Pleaſure, and ſome for RPA 
their "Education, .' who do not live at 
le Expence than 200 l. per Annum | | 
Q each — — — — J 


Carry over © 


2 
2 


"pO Ie 


| 54% And 


| 
4 

10 

, 
1 

1. 
o 
4 
1 
by 
* 


—  _ 


t 


1] 14 0 
4 J. 
12% 34419997 Brought over 
And the Author of The preſeut State} 
of the Britiſh: Sugar Colonies conſi- | 108 
dered admits, in his Calculation be- _ / 
fore ſer down, that the Freight of. * 
Linnen, Woollen, Iron, Copper, Fc. 


in the outward: hound to harbadoes, is ß 
To which muſt be added the Duties, 
Commiſſions, Shipping Charges, Se bc 
on the- Linnen; Woollen, (Iron, > 
Copper, Sc. exported from Eng- 291 


land to Barbadoe - 


* — 


— — OO —- n ͥ v;ðll OO — —ů— —5 


4 — — | 121 
AS I. hope the moſt rigid Exgiſb Cenſor will 
not (if he remembers that Barbadbes lies in the 
Torrid Zone, where much Woollen cannot be 
worn, where a great Quantity of Linnen, and 
of light or Silk Apparel are abſolutely neceſſary, 
where ſmall Malt- Drink can neither be brew'd 
nor preſerv*d when imported from Exgland, and 
where the Support of the human Frame, and 
by conſequence the Colony, does, generally 
ſpeaking; really require more generous Liquor 
than is heedful in Europe) find any high Pro- 
viſion made for Luxury in the foregoing Ac- 
count; ſo, let but the Coſt of theſe, and ſome 
other nereſſary Articles of the Barbadboes an- 
nual Conſumption that might be named, be fair- 
ly ſtated and allowed for, and ] feat very little 
& he whole.:420,000,1..nett Profits of the 
Barbadoe] early Manufacture, or of the 
100, oo l. alanee (mentioned by the Gentle- 
man I am now concerned. with) will appear to 
be left in Euglaud to the Credit of the Manu- 
facturers. | 
NOT but that there are ſeveral great Eſtates 
in Barbadobs; three times more, as I TT 
chan 


| Tas Y 
than in all our Zeward  Ifands, whoſe: yearly 
Profits exceed their Expences by many Hun- 
dreds, or rather ſome Thouſands of Pounds, 
eſpecially ſuch of them as are poſſeſſed by Mi- 
nors; but my meaning is, that a very great 
Majority, or the Bulk of our Sugar Planters 
every where are ſo far from heing opulent, 
that not a few of them are conſiderably in 
Debt in England, or to the Traders on the ſe- 
veral Iſlands, who are again themſelves ſhort 
in their Returns to England, where all the Loſſes 
and Gains of all our Sugar Colonies ever. center 
and terminate. | 2411 | 
THERE are many in England, at leaſt a- 
mong the Sugar Factors of London, Briſtol, 
Leverpole, Sc. who, know this Fact perfectly 
well, and are able to give authentic and irre- 
fragable Documents of it's Truth to thoſe in 
Power there, - whoſe Buſineſs it is to know the 
ſame too; and theſe Factors would doubtleſs 
make the Diſcovery, did they not ſuſpect that it 
would tend to the Leſſening or Diſcredit of 
their Employers, and conſequently to their own 
Loſs and Diſappointment. I am not now con- 
ſidering what may, or may not, be the Intereſt 
of the later, who, for ought I know, are find- 
ing their Account in the Follies of the former ; 
but if no Patient of common Prudence will 
hide his Diſeaſe, ſuppoſing he knows it to be 
dangerous or mortal, from his Phyſician, altho' 
he could not poſſibly diſcover it, but in the hear- 
ing of others who might perhaps entertain a worſe 
Opinion of him for having contributed to the 
Diſeaſe himſelf, I cannot ſee why the Inhabi- 
tants of any of our Sugar Colonies, who are 
confeſſedly labouring under a fore Diſeaſe, and 
on the very point of Deſtruction, ſhould be ſo 
ſhy as they are of opening their true Condi- 
8 2927 tion; 


1 T6 ] 3 
uon, eſpecially'now that they are applying for 
a Cure to the Grand Phyſician of the State, 


who has this peculiar Virtue or Qpality inherent 
in him, that he can not only grant a ſafe and 
ſure Remedy for all cheir Griefs, if he ſees 
Cauſe, but alſo render them more healthful, 
briſk, and vigorous, and more beneficial. both 
to themſelves and the Public than ever they were 
before; and all this (like him whoſe Subſtitute 
he is) in an Inſtant, as it were, and with a 
Word ſpeaking, who needs but to ſay to his 
expiring Sugar Colonies, Be ye whole, and 
dictum fadtum, they ſhall be perfectly whole. 
Were they to conceal their Condition from ſuch 
a Phyſician,” and in ſuch -an Extremity of Dan- 
ger, what would all the World ſay, but that 
they juſtly deſerve to die unpitied, or at beſt to 
linger on a while in pain, 2 and contempt, 
then go out like the Snuff of a Candle? 

18 there not Cauſe to lament and accuſe the 
Pride of ſome among our ſelves, who, by ma- 
king a high Oſtentation of Wealth, without any 
ſolid Foundation, have ſo much promoted the 
wrong Notions entertained in England: of the 
Sugar Planters in general, and thereby render'd 
all Applications there for Relief hitherto inef- 
fectual s _- 10 221 F 7 (1 ae. c nt 
THEY get (ſay the New-England Agents, 
ſpeaking of the Sugar Planters) or appear to get 
Eſtates, are remarkable for their expenſive manner 
of living ; and io bear them complain of Poverty; at 
the ſame time that they wanton in Luxury, is as ab. 
ſurd as to for a Beggar in an embroidered Coat and 
Lace Ruffles craving Alms for God's ſake! © 
'I KNOW' not whether Oldmixon does the 
Gentlemen of Barbadozs Juſtice in his Hiſtory of 
their Ifland, but, bo, ſays he, p. 125. can think 
they are under fuch beavy Loads as they complain 
5 1h when 


8 

wen they can afford Two, Three, Four, and-Five 
Hundred Pounds 4 Tear 10 their Son: im: England, 

mo of them ing Beaus of the fir#:'Rate; and 
diſtinguiſhing Ibemſelves by the Gaiety of their Dreſs 
and Equipage? From whince (as he makes Mr 7. 
Tryon there affirm) it is inferr'd they art grown 
wonderful rith, ' inſomuch that it can't bs thought a- 
miſs, or airy Oppreſſion, -to lay 8 their 
Prodiice; o Commodities. 4 

WHAT Stranger tothe Celonles on regard 
or believe the Complaints of a Sugar Planter at 
one time, whom he heats confidently averring at 
another (as we, who know how to confute them, 

daily hear ſome in the Leward 1lands doing) chat 
the nett Profits of his Rum and Molaſſes pays off 
all the Charges of his Plantation; and; by Con- 
ſequence, chat all his Sugar, which is ſomething 
above four fifths of che Produce of his Planta- 
tion, is ſo much clear Gains to him? Next to 
the ſortiſh Vanity of theſe Men; I can impure 
their Confidence to nothing ſo much as willful 
Heedleſfneſs, of which none are oftener guilty 
here, chan ſome who ſerve” as Managers on E- 
ſtates whoſe Owners live in Europe ; for when 
in ſome Years (which is but ſeldom): they have 
diſcharged out of the Rum and Molaſſes, the 
yearly Calls of Lumber, Horſes, Fiſh, Flower, 

the 'Wages of Overſeers, and other Workmen, 
and the Publick and Pariſh-Taxes, and then of 
courſe ſhip all, or by much the greater part of 
the'Sugar, to their Maſters at home, one may 
hear — 5 boaſting loudly what a Golden Mine the 
Plantation is they manage, and ſomething 
louder of their dextrous Management of it; not 
conſidering, that the yearly Supplies of Negroes 
from Guinea, and of Utenſils, c. for the Plan- 
tation, which are remitted ro them from Eng- 


land, are all paid for there out of the clear Pro- 
D fits 
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fits of che Sugar. But however We may ſhut our 
Eyes againſt this ridiculous Error, ſome in the 
World obſerve it well enough, and do but laugh 
at us for our Folly. See what a Jeſt the Author 
of the Remarks on The preſent State of the Briti/h 
Sugar Colonies conſidet'd makes of us, P. 27. 
+ THE Gentlemen of Barbadoes (/ays he) 
could not perhaps have taken a more impro- 
« per Time to complain of any Hardſhip, as 
they have imported no leſs into the Port of 
London in the Year, 1730. than 17,077, Hogſ- 
heads and 256 Barrels of Sugar from that Iſland 
only, beſide the Quantity imported to the Out- 
« ports, which I will only allow to be one Third 
of the Hogſheads imported to London, viz. 
5692 Hogſheads, in all 22769 Hogſheads 
each Hogſhead Weight in Barbadoes 13 Hun 
will amount to 293,997 Hund. which, at 1 J. 
, y per Hund. in Barbadoes, muſt amount to 
340, 391 J. 11.5. no inconſiderable Sum, when 
© we.confider the Smallneſs of that Iſland, which 
5- is not much bigger than the 1/e of Wight, and 
the Number of People (which the Gentlemen 
*. of chat Iſland aſſure us are very few) amongſt 
whom this Sum is to be divided. But when 
we conſider that all this is clear Profit, be- 
cauſe theſe. very Gentlemen have already pro- 
ved before the Honourable Committee, that the 
Rum and Molaſſes pays all the Charges of the 
Plantation; and if we farther allow what we 
<, reaſonably may, that but ane Twentieth Part 
of their Sugar was taken off their Hands by 
the Northern Colonies, the whole Amount of 
their Profits in the Year 1730, only comes to 
360, 306 J. 18 5. a Sum ſo prodigious | when 
conſidered as clear Profit, that it may ſeem 
incredible whenever it ſhall be related, that 
a few People (very few as they chemſelyves ſay) 
2 were 


A 
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© were ſo bad Oeconomiſts, that tkey could not 
live on ſuch a mighty Income, but petition'd 
like People in Diſtreſs, and under the greateſt 

* Calamities, for the Means of getting more.” 
WHO they were that prov'd before the Ho- 
nourable Committee, and with what Arguments 

they proved it, that the Rum and Molaſſes pays all 
the Charges of the Plantation, I know. not; but 
certainly never was a fouler Impoſition put upon 
Men of Senſe and Honour before, as is evident 
from the Demonſtration of the Author of Te 
preſent State of the Britiſh Sugar Calonies conjider*d, 
at p. 22, 23. where on the one Side the yearly 
nett Profits of the Rum and Molaſſes of Barba- 
does (reckoning I believe a little of the higheſt) 
amount to no more than 80,000 l. and on the 
other the yearly Coſts of the Plantation there 
1n Slaves, Wine, Proviſions, Lumber, and Hor- 
ſes, to 210,000 l. beſide (reckoning in this, and 
ſome of the preceeding, as I take it, not a little 
too ſhort) 100, ooo J. for Linnen, Woollen, I- 
ron, Copper, c. From hence, admitting even 
his large Account of the Value of the Rum and 
Molaſſes, and his ſhort or imperfect one of the 
Plantation Coſts to be right, it appears, that the 
Produce of the Rum and Molaſſes is but juſt one 
Fifth of the Coſts of the Plantation. His Re- 
marker, however he would ſeem to diſſemble 
this and ſome other Matters, preſently diſcern'd 
the Deceit, and only makes uſe of it againſt the 
Sugar Planters by way of Reproach, or as an 
Argument ad hominem, which every body knows 
is nothing bur Banter when im itſelf inconcluſive, 
Theſe very Gentlemen, ſays he, (meaning thoſe of 
Var baubes, the moſt wealthy, moſt opulent, and 
gayeſt People in His Majeſty's Dominiont, veven very 
en about bis Courts excepted, whoſe clear Profits of 
their Sugar alone in the Tear 1730 amounted to 
4 24 Ds. 360, 306 
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360, 306 J. 183. ) tbeſe very Gentlemen have prov' d, 
that 4be Rum and Molar Pays ail the _— of the 
Plantation. 

BEHOLD what Pride bath profited 1 and 
what" good our 2 —_— of Riches hath 
brought us br: | 
BUT to make the) main Point more perſp b 
cuous, if poflible, I ſhall here, firſt preſent the 
Reader wich a Calculation I have ſomewhere met 
with; of the real or intrinſick Value of the Land 
and Stock of Barbudbes at this Time; and next 
with à Converſalion f two Days, between a Mer- 
f in London, and -a Planter of chat Wand. F 


4 #+ 


* 
4% 10 hben: 


9 | The: Calulation. 1 1 01 
— ak Calculator) thereii ia), . 
no more but 860,000 Acres of ma -· ( 
nurable Land in Barbadoes, worth, 
at an Average, 20 l. per Acre —. 
70, ooo Negroes, Men, Women, and 
Children, worth one with another, 1,540,000 

DAH Na e 21 
Other Stock, Sugar Buildings, and 
Implements to employ the White 
and Black Inhabitants, to the Va- 
- ue of only 224 on 4 | 


1,860,000 


= SOR ee Total ——— - 5,000,000 
us et 0 m je Day's Dialogue, 
© 0 003 4 kak 


Merchant I'm glad to ſee you look ſo well af 
ter. this long Voyage from Barbados. 
Planter. The Sea ſeldom diſorders me; we 
had 2 good Paſſage, ſhort of fix Weeks. Ithink 
I have not ſeen you ſince we parted-atuOnford: 
pp have you — the Time? 

M. My 


Car 

M. My Father took me into his Compting- 
Houſe, inſtructed me in Mercantile. Matten, 
ſent me to almoſt all the noted Trading Towns 
of Europe, and then gave me a Nen Stock 
to ſet up for my ſelf, which Heaven has fo 
proſpered chat I am now. upwards. of 20, 00 l. 
before hand. But how have you done in 
Barbadoes? 

P. You know how we Planters live: You 
have been for ſome time concern di in 46 Weſt- 
India Trade. 

M. I have; and wiſh I had fallen i into it ſoon- | 
er: I have got ſo well by Barbadoes, that I wou'd 
purchaſe a Flantation there. Can. vou * 
me? 

P. I ſee you ls have 1 part 'of my Sto- 

—— On my Return to Barbadoes, I had my 
Siſter s Portion, and ſome other Incumbrances to 
diſcharge, which kept me back a little, but by 
GO D's Bleſſing on my Induſtry; ſoon got over 
all: I left my Plantation about two Months 
ſince, well ſtock'd and ſettled, and my laſt Ac- 
compi Current, from my Factor here credits me 
with a Balance of 8000 J. — I have three Chil- 
dren, my two Sons, whom you have ſeen, are 
ſtill at Veſtminſter School, and my Wife and little 
Daughter are come home wich me. My Grand- 
— Father had a ſmall Eſtate in the North, 
which he ſpent or loſt in following the Fortunes 
of the two Charles's, which forced him to the 
Meſt.- Indies, and after the Reſtoration King 
Charles II. gave him nothing but Thanks for all 
his Services and Sufferings. I have ſome 
Thoughts of buying that Eſtate. — 1 


that if you are for a Plantation in Barbados, 1 
don't know: but you may bave mine. 

M. With all my Hearts eden may the 
Price be, 8 


P, 160 


482 
178 214 82 12 en T7 
P. 166 Acres of Land at 201 Per Bete is 3200 
200 Negroes, young and old, at one | 
Ae another, 22 J. per Head — 6 4409 
All the other Stock, Sugar-Butldings 
1 e See eee 5400 
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Total 74885 
Yoult meet th in Stotlewien here in Lon- 
don who know my Plantation; a + it be not 
Ll Penny worth. 

M. I will; when ſhall I wait on you cd 
P. Pm going to paſs a Month or two with 
Fake Relations in Torkſbire Pl let you know 
when T return; offi | 


N 4 q 77 4 


05 e gene p. 5 Polke. 
Agel. How do you like eravelling” in 
"Eng land? 
* "Planter: How can I but like it? Beſides, 1 
have ſeen the Eſtate I told you of: in my 
Great *Grafidfather's Time it was worth about 
[4 a Year, but now . tay” it is worth 
Bear as much more. 
. To the Point: In adviſing; with Friends 
about the Purchaſe of your Eſtate in Barbadves, 1 
find all you faid'of it to be true; but have ſince 
happened to ſee'a Calculate of the Value of all 
the Land and Stock of Barbadbes at preſent, 


x 5 4 1 p 1 = p Worn 


amounting to five Millions, which is, as I am 
told, much of the loweſt, and another (which 1 
have long been Wiſhing for but feder could meet 


with from ſo good a Hand" before ):of the uſual 


annual Nett Produce of that Iſland, amounting 
40 420, 00 L. which however ietkoug ht by ſome 
to be a little of the higheſt, But allowricgboth 

t9 


£23 J 


to bei as exact as poſſible, the latter i is but two 
— more than Eight per Cent. upon the for- 
er, and the Balance of 409,990 I laid to be left 
SON, Planters in 1780 (aſter the uſual annual 


Sol of the Plantation accordin ng to this Calcu- 
lation, viz, 339,000 1. .are allowed for) only Two 
er Cent. or 100,000 J. on the Principal of Five 

illions 3 and it is bard if Five Millions, 'or an' 
Sum. you pleaſe, may not be made to gain near 
as much by o other honeſt Ways and Means, 
and without one's ſtirring out of England him- 
ſelf, as 8 J. 85. per Cent, and (after allowing for 
all the neceſſary, Coſts of Buſineſs and Living) 
much more than Two per Cent. per Annum 
out of the nett Profits of the peel This, 
90 be free with you, ſtaggers me! 

P. Be as free as you pleaſe. 15s, 
X. If I purchaſe Jour Plantation, I ſhall not, 
for Reaſons needleſs to be told to you, leave 
it to Attorney and a Manager, but live on tlie 
Spot, and take Care of it myſelf. *Tis ſaid 
there is ſome Riſque, tho* not more than from 
hence to Newcaſtle, in the Voyage. My Lord 
Belbauen was loſt in going thither, and Mr Gor- 
don not long ſince in coming from thence. A 
Stranger too, they ſay, muſt expect a Seaſoning 
5 on his Arrival, which proves fatal to many. 

P, That is crifling. 

M. I believe there is not much in it when a 
Man is regular, and takes Care of himſelf. 

P. Very little. 

M. But it has been often obſerved, that there 
are not ſo many old People in the 7 orrid Zone, in 
proportion, as in our Temperate one; that a Man of 
fifty or fifty four Years of Age is a rarer Spectacle 
in Barhadoes, than one of ſixty among the like 
Number of People here in England; and that 
all the Infirmities of T hreeſcote here, are fre- 
| quently 


e five and fatty 
"ſecond Ye 
and Pars not en 90 1 d ſo as to de 
afraid to Mz Bur for all char, Life is a Bleſſing, 
and ma 2 i ade to ſerve many gbod Fn 
i 9 f 1 PN a great deal be acceſſaty to the 
Thortening'of mine by ten or lx Tears, at leaſt 
Hot for" 87 per Cent. and leſs fot 2 per Cent. on 
the Princ Which 1 find is che moſt that is 
12 80 by the Eſtes of .Barba488, after the ne- 
ary.. Co ſts of Plantlhg Ind! Living are di- 


$ 55 7 you U think [ get 0 f more by my Plan 
tation in Barbadoes.. 

M. I know better. 57 Well emen of my 
2 there, live ith more true Splen- 
dor and E Pane chan the moſt Luxurious of 
them all Cay yet. lay up Money. But! it cannot 
80 denie 

P. Is chere no ſuch thing as ily! in England. 

M. Never more: But you ſeem to miſappre- 
hend me. I was going to ſay, that, if there is 
any Truth i in the two Calculations now mention- 
ed, it is impoſſible the Bulk of che Sugar Planters 
ſhould..be conſiderable Gainers, or rather it is 
not poſſible but the Bulk of them maſt be con- 
ſdemble Loſers, as it is all the World over with 
the Luxurious, Negligent, and Unfortunate. 
Who the Luxurious are is obvious; I call that 
Man Negligent who lives at random upon Cre- 
dit, without attending duly to his Situation in 
the World; and with me he is Unfortunate 
whoſe Situation is ſuch that he is compelled to 
live much on Credit, and cannot lay up ſome- 
thing of his nett Profits every Year, or ſome- 
thing very conſiderable in a ſeaſonable or fruit- 
ful Year to make amends for the Deficiencies of 
the unſeaſonable or unfruitful, which are more 
a frequent 
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frequent in the Sugar Colonies than alles 
Does not a Hurricane, or a Dry-weather Lear, 
ſet a Planter farther back than à ſcaſonable 1b 
can advance him? 

P. It cannot be otherwiſe ; Z 3850 the Char ges of 
a Plantation are much the ſame in moſt Ade 
and greater in ſome in ſuch a Lear; and the nett 
Profits is not above half of what chey uſe to be 
in a fruitful Year. 

M. Is not the Planter undone when a Morta⸗ 
lity ſeizes the Negroes, if he has not where 
withal to renew his Stock? 1 Jo 
B. My Loſs in Slaves was leſs than ſome & 
my Neighbours: I conſtantly. cloathed and fed 
mine to the full, and ſeldom had Occaſion to 
over-work them. Tho' Food is often ſcarce and 
dear in Barbadoes, it is ardent cheaper than 
Phyſic. 0 | 

M. For my own Part I believe I ſhould Fink 
as frugally, and manage as well too as yourſelf, 
after I had gained Experience in Plantation Bu- 
ſineſs: But who knows but it! would fare: with; 
my Poſterity as with the Many, if they lay under 
the like Temprations, and Were fixed in * like 
Situation? 

P. What ſhould hinder the Bulk of our r Pl 
ters from being frugal, and managing to the beſt) 
Advantage, and by 9 from growing: 
rich? io 

M. The ſame that hinders 0 many People e 

very where from being good, virtuous, diligent, 
and ſucceſsful. But ſuppoſe, for Argument ſake, 
that all the Sugar Planters of Barbadoes were fru- 
gal and induſtrious, yet (let the hidden Cauſe lie 
where it will) if the Lind and Stock of the whole 
be Five Millions, and the nett Profits only 
420,000 l. or admitting that, after the yearly 
Plantation Coſts" (which the Planters are neceſ-. 
E ſarily 


* 
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ſarily; -obliged to be at to ſupport themſelves, 
and their Plantations): viz. 320,000/. are diſ- 
charged, there remains to chem in common out 
of the ſaid nett annual Profits of 420,000 J. a 
Balance of 100,000/. it is impoſſible in the Na- 
ture of the Thing, that all, or even the Bulk of 
them ſhould be rich. For what, I pray, is 2 
per Cent. per Aunum (and 100,000/. from Five 
Millions is not a Penny more) in any Way of 
Life whatſoever any where in Europe, much 
more in the Veſt- Iudies where the Number 
of Riſques is manifeſtly greater? And yet, 
let the Author of the laſt Calculation make, 
when he pleaſes, a more petfect Enumeration 
of the neceſſary Plantation Caſts of Barbadoes 
than he has done, and he will find nothing 
of that Balance, or of that 2 per Cent. Superlu- 
cration (ſmall as it is) coming to the Bulk of 
the Sugar Planters, and nothing near ſo much 
as ſome give out, even to the moſt frugal and 
induſtrious. Conſider the Matter ſeriouſly at 
your Leiſure, and you will or gia * Certhine. 
ty of it both in Reaſon and. Fact. | 
P. I will. w bn. gm. | 
M. 1 8 not how I ſhould 4 to dirs 
with ſo many Slaves as our Governmetic/(with- 
out making Proviſion for their Inſtruction 
in Religion) have made neceſſary for carrying 
on a Sugar Plantation. We Engliſhmen above 
all the World cannot juſtify to our Conſciences 
the bringing our Fellow- Creatures, who! never 
did us any harm, into a Condition ſo juſtly, odious 
to FIAT I have heard ſtrange Stories of their 
Rebellions in Barbadves, which yet according to 
the Notions entertained of natural Right and- 
Liberty, ſeem to be not altogether unjuſtifiable. 
There was (ſays Mr V. Moyle in his Argument 


againſt, a Standing Army, —— 1697.) 4 French. 
Colony 
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Colony in the Weſt- Indies who baving War with 
the neighbouring . Indiafis, and being tired in their 
March with the extremity | of Heat, made their 
Slaves (I ſuppoſe their Negroes) carry their Arms; 
who, taking that Opportunity, fell upon them, and cut 
them to Pieces —— It is a ridiculous Imagination to 
conceive Men «will, be Servants when they may be Ma- 
fters. We often pray (ſays a later Writer) for the 
Propagation of Chriſtianity z and yet of how little uſe 


would that be to a People who were not. free? Let 


us join to it our Wiſhes, that theſe two invaluable 
Bleſſings may go together, and that with a Reli- 
gion which is itſelf perfect Freedom, the whole Rate 
of Mankind may be reſtored to that Liberty which 
is their undoubled natural Right ;, which they may 
be robbed of, but can never forfeit. I believe I 
ſhould have but ſmall Heart to worſhip my Sa- 


viour at Church, if I remembred, I had 200 


Wretches about my Houſe, who knew nothing 

of the common Salvation purchaſed by him. In 

my Way of Thinking it is no ſmall Infelicity 

to a Man © de obliged to be the Maſter of 

ſuch a Family, and what no Chriſtian would 

chuſe if he knew (as J do) how to help it. 
P. A Cure may be found for that. 

M. I hope there will; I am ſure it nearly con- 
cerns us all, as we are Freemen and Chriſtians, 
to conſider the Cafe of theſe poor Creatures, in 
which we have trifled ſo ſhamefully hitherto. 

P. Have you any more to ſay? 
M. A good deal. Is it not a Damage to 
* Barbadoes (as Sir William Petty long ſince obſer- 
ved in the fifth Chapter of his Political Arithmetic) 
that the Goods which might paſs thence imme- 
diately to ſeveral Parts of the World, and to 
be ſold at moderate Rates, muſt firſt come 
into England, and there pay Duties, and af- 
wards paſs into thoſe Countries to which they 
3 might 
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might have gone immediately? - The French 
have ſeveral» goa Vends for their Sugars, whilſt 
yours are confined io Great Britain, and lie bere 
periſhing in the Ware-houſes, How can this but 
diſcourage People from making nne a- 
mongſt you? | | 

P. That Grievance admits of an baſy Ne. 
medy. 
M. Again; What Styanger will covet to be 

a Proprietor in Barbadoes, who has heard what 
be Oppreſſors ſome of your Governors have 
been? I need not repeat Matters to you. Certain 
it is, what former Governors have been future 
ones may be. And tho' I ſhould either tame- 
ly ſubmit to the worſt in my own Particular, as 
Enowing the almoſt inſuperable Difficulties of 
obtaining Reparation at ſuch a Diſtance from 
hence, or elſe join in a decent and vigorous 
Oppoſition to them 'till Redreſs could be ob- 
tained; yet, ſuch a State of Acquieſcence un- 
der undeſerved or illegal Impoſitions, on the 
one Hand, or of perpetual Struggle and Conten- 
tion, on the other, is what no ent Man 
would defire to be in who has it in his Power (as 
it is now in mine) to fit down where he pleaſes. 
I am told this Abuſe has been ſo long improving, 
that it is now become intolerable in ſome Colo- 
nies, and at the ſame time incurable in all by a- 
ny other Method than what was in the Year 1698 
recommended by Dr Davenant in the ſecond 
Part of his Diſcourſes on the Public Revenues, who 
ſays at p. 243. Hardly any thing would more eonduct 
to the good Government of our Plantations, than 
to follow one Courſe which the King of France ob- 
ferves ſtrictiy in his; and that is, to give very large 
Appointments to the Governors out of his own Cof- 
fers, not allowing ben any Perquifites, or io draw 
any e, or Profit, from the Inhabitants. 


P. When 
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p. When che Doctors Advice ſhall be taken 


I know not; but ſuch a Conduct towards our 
Sugar Colonies ſeem to be the more eligible, 
becauſe we are all ſo bound up in our Mother- 
Nation, and under ſo conſtant, unalterable, and 
abſolute a Dependance on her in all Things, even 
to the very Article of Food and Raiment, that 
I queſtion much whether any one of us could 
ſubſiſt for Three Months together without her 
Support. 

M. You ſeem to like the Doctor 8 Notions; 
I have his Book in my Pocket; ſhall I read you 
Part of the Paragraph next before this? 

P. Let me hear it. 

M. He who is to command a Country ſhould be 
a Man of Abilities, Experience, Dexterity, Courage, 


Temper, and Virtue; be ought to be endowed with 


ſuch a general Knowlege, as may comprebend the 


Nature of the Soil where he is, what Improvement 


it is capable of, and what Trades will be moſt advan- 
tageous to it. He ſhould be able likewiſe to look into 
the Genius of the People be is to govern; He ſhould 
be a Man of Diſcipline, Sobriety, and Juſtice ; for 


he that is not ſo in bis own Perſon, can never expect 


Order, nor compel others to obey the Laws. A 
People whom Riches and Plenty furniſh Matter for 
Vice and Luxury [Here the Doctor goes on the 
Notions in England of the Opulence of the 
ſouthward Colonies] ſhould be governed by a ftirift 
and ſtilful Hand, which may refor m their Manners, 
and at the ſame time, both promote and direct their 
Induſtry. 

P. The Doctor is in the right: The Weak- 
neſs of ſome of our Governors, the wicked Lives 
of ſome others, and the inſatiable Avarice of 
almoſt all of them, have brought on many of 
pur Woes. 


M. What 


* 
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M. What he ſays at p. 246. is alſo to my 
Purpoſe. It muſt be very prejudicial to the Colo- 
nies, that many Offices and, Places of Truſt there, 
ſhould be granted by Patent to Perſons in England, 
with Liberty to execute ſuch Employments by De- 
pulies, by which means they are generally farmed out 
10 indigent . Perſons who grind and fleece the People, 
So that the Inbabitants, tho many of them are rich, 
ſober, and judicious Men, yet they are excluded from 
Offices of Truſt, except ſuch as are chargeable in the 
Execution, which 15 inconſiſtent with all the Rules 
of. well governing à Country. Is not this the Caſe 
of Barbadoes ? Have not your Repreſentatives 
ſometimes publickly edmplained, that all Perſons 
in Office under the Governor are buſied in nothing 
elſe but how to raiſe Fortunes, from the Ruins of the 
People, by inventing new Fees and Perquiſites, and in- 
creaſing the former Fees and E moluments of their ſeve- 
al Offices ? and that the Governor (who finds his. 
Advantage in it underhand) encourages and counter 
nances theſe Deputies, whoſe Principals live in Eng- 
land, in taking moſt exorbitant and illegal Fees, to the 
great Oppreſſing and Impoveriſhing of the People, who 
do but in vain complain thereof ? As I think I could 
manage one of thoſe profitable Offices or Places 
of Truſt as well as the hungry Deputy of the 
Patentee in England, who has no Intereſt in the 
Welfare or Quiet of Barbadoes, this is another 
diſcouragement to me from being your Chap+ 
man. | JN TTY 2D 
P. My Plantation was both my Buſineſs and 
my Pleaſure ; I cared for none of their Offices. 
M. We have been credibly informed, ſays 
Oldmixon (p. 66. of his Hiſtory of Barbadoes) there 
were not ſeven Rounds of Potuder in the Forts ben 
Monſieur Pointy came in fight of Bar badoes, as 
he was ſailing to Carthagena; and had he known 
what Circumſtances the Barbadians were in, 2 
15850 aps 
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haps he had ended his Expedition before be reached 
the Continent. And notwichſtanding the 4+ per 
Cent. Duty was granted (among other Uſes) for | 
the Reparation of the Forts, yet what Lamenta- 
tions do your People ſtill make, that the For- 
tiſcations,  Rreaſt-Works, and Batteries are gone to 
Ruin, that the Militia is totally. neglefied, and the 
public Money imbezzled and waſted in Barbadoes; 
which bas been in danger more than once from 
our European Neighbours ? Might not the Cor 
ſequences prove terrible, if it was to be at- 
tempted again by a Neighbour whoſe Strength 
in the Weſt-Indies is daily increaſing, whilſt ours 
is mouldering away? Was there nothing elle, 
this would much lower the Value of the Land 
and Stock of Barbadoes with mee. 
K 11 perceive you. will nor: give me an Op- 
portunity of lowering the Price of mine. 
M. For theſe and other Cauſes that might be 
aſſigned, I confeſs, I have laid aſide the 
Thoughts of making a Purchaſe in your Iſland. 
And cdnfideting how Things ſtand, I do not 
wonder chat you ſhould deſire to ſettle again in 
your Mother Country; many more of your 
Brother Planters would do ſo too, if they knew 
how to diſpoſe of their Stock and Plantations, 
which their Neighbours cannot buy for want 
of Money; and none of our money'd Men here, 
will take them off their Hands, as knowing 
how to employ their Money better. As little 
am, I ſurprized that ſeveral of your People are 
removing with their Stock and Families to the 
northern Plantations,” where 4 Man may call his 
Acquiſitions his own; you would all do the ſame, 
or ſomething like it, if it was practicable, Bar- 
badoes his been long, and is ſtill, a good Milch- 
Cow, or (to ſpeak more in the Faſhion) a Golden» 


Mine to England. The Difference as I take it, 
1 | betwixt 


| 


> 
| «7 * 
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= * THY 
: beten our North and South Colonies why re- 


ſpect to their Inhabitants and their Mother 
Country, lies thus: All the former (unleſs 1 
ſnould except᷑ the two Tobacco Colonies) are 
highly beneficial to themſelves, but ſomething 
leſs to England; all the Sugar Colonies are moſt 
beneficial! to Eygland (or, if you can excuſe a harſh 
ne Juſt Expreſſion, our Slaves and Drudges) but 
very little (and on many Accounts, injurious) to 
memſelves. wiſh it was, Jam ſute it might have 
been, otherwiſe. Sit Joa Child in his Chapter of 
Plantations (of which all the Writers in England 
on Plantation Affairg that I have ſeen, Dave- 
vant excepted, are But the miſerable Tranſcri- 
bers) lays it down (p. 19g.) as à certain Con- 
cluſion from the Principles there advanced by 
him, that It is in the Power of His Majeſty, 
and the Parliament, if they pleaſe —— to 
make Sugar more intirely an Engliſh Com- 
modity than bis Herring are a Dutch Com- 
© modity,;” and to draw more Profit to this 
_ © Kingdom'thereby'than the Dutch do by that, 
and in conſequence thereof to ſink in a few 
© Yeats to little or won all the — Plan- 
8 tations of other Nations. Hear Dr Davenant 
again, p. 235. Care ould ukdoubtedly be taten 
not"t6 Tay ſuch heavy Duties an the Weſt-India 
—— COLL ' diſcourage" Induſtry, diſpeople 
che land., and in proceſs of lime, 3 _ 
the lanters Deſperate.” 
P. Now you talk of making us deſperate, 1 
hope you have done. 
M. Tes; and tho' I ball not buy your Plun- | 
tation, ſhould be glad to know wage min. 
can be given to alf this. 0 
P. Tou have 'been long; il dunner the 
Matter, as you adviſe, and then give an Anſwer. 
10 "NT "wh „I ſhall expect it wich ſome Impatience. 
** II. I come 
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II. I come next to the Leward Iſlands, . viz, 
Antego, Montferat, Nevis, and St Chriſtopher's, 
of which I thall ſay very little, of my own, 
but chuſe to treat of them in the Words of the 
Author of The Account of the Sale of the French 
Lands in St Chriſtopher's, who for that end hath 
put a Copy of his Manuſcript in my Hands, 
with Power to make uſe of as much of it as I 
think fir. The Reader win pleaſe to remember, 
as he goes along, that it was written in the Year 
1727, en | 
I paſs over the Hiſtorical Part, which contains 
the Publications of the Commiſſioners (who 
were appointed to ſell theſe Lands) at S. Chriſto- 
pber's, the Propoſals made to them by the Poſ- 
ſeſſors of the French Lands, the Conditions and 
manner of the Sale, the Form of the Contract 
| between the King and the Purchaſers, with the 
Author's Obſervations upon it, the ſeveral Steps 
taken by the Commiſſioners in negotiating the 
Whole, the ſtrange Amuſements by which they 
gain'd their Point on the intimidated Poſſeſſors, 
| who expected no other but to be inſtantly diſ- 
1 ſſeſs'd, unleſs they yielded to whatever was 
demanded of them, as not capa on ſuch an 
Event, where to go, or what to do with their 
Slaves and Live-Stock, which, without Land to 
plant upon, muſt (in a Place where it is impoſſible, 
as every one knows who knows S. Chriſtopher's 
or the Leward Iſlands, to diſpoſe of them for 
Ready Money) have ſoon dwindled away and 
come to nothing, together with the Difficulties 
the Commiſſioners found in railing the firſt 
Third of the Purchaſe-Money from Men who 
had it not to pay, and the Arts they took to 
ſurmount thoſe Dilculcies, whereby the Pur- 
chaſers were reduc'd to mortgage their 3 | 
an 
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and Stock, and even the very Contracts they 
were coming under with His Majeſty, to Mer- 
chants in London, or Stock- jobbers in S. Chriſto- 
pher*'s, who now mo more truly be ſaid to be 
the Proprietors of the French Lands there, as 
well as of their yearly Produce, than the preſent 
Poſſeſſors. Theſe I paſs over as not ſo pertinent 
to my Parpoſe, and ſhall only take Notice of 
Four of the many Arguments which my Author 
ſays were alleged in Juſtification of the Sale. 
1. THAT the Profit of a Plantation in S. 
; Chriſtopher's is too well known in England, for the 
Poſſeſſors to pretend they cannot pay the Pur- 
chaſe-Money. | | 
2. THAT an Eſtate in S. Chriſtopher's is 
now as ſecure as almoſt any where elfe, becauſe, 
beſides the Forts and Bulwarks along the Shore, 
their inland Fortification on Brimſtone-Hill has 
been lately render'd ſo regular and ſtrong, as to 
paſs (to ſpeak in the Phraſe of thoſe who know 
it well) all the Power of France to take it. | 
3. I have heard it affirm'd (/a my Author) 
by ſome who cannot but know the Truth, That 
the Reaſon why the Sale was begun and carried 
on with ſuch Secrecy and Diſpatch, was purely 
to prevent the Plague of farther Sollicitations, 
there being ſcarce any thing to be ſaid in Fa- 
vour of the Poſſeſſors, which had not been 
known and throughly conſider'd in England, 
long before the Commiſſion was made out for 
the Sale. he © 
4. THAT, notwithſtanding the thriving 
Condition of the French-Ground Planters, no 
more than one Third of the Purchaſe-Money is 
demanded down, and no leſs than five Years 
given for paying the Remainder, on the mode- 
rate Terms of Ten per Cent. per Annum * 
8 4 bet : 8530 | a whi 


t 33 1 


1 


which the Produce of their Lands will mare ham 


diſcharge within that Time. ay 
I. IN conſidering che Firſt, among other Ob- 


ſervations my Author makes a Compariſon be- 
tween the Soil and Sugar-Canes of St Cbriſto- 
Pber's and of the next Iſland, Nevis, which lying 
very near dS! Chriſtopher's may be ſuppoſed to 
vary leſs from it in the Weather than the remoter 
Iſlands. * The Soil of St Chriſtopber's (ſays he) 
being almoſt all over looſe, ſandy, and gra- 
* yelly, is ſoon waſhed away by the Rains; it is 
not better*d by dunging except cloſe under the 
Mountains; and the greater part even of the 
beſt Land muſt be planted every Crop, very 
little of it yielding a Ratoon (that is, when the 
ripe Cane being cut off, the ſame Root ſhoots 
forth new Branches) or not ratconing above 
once: Whereas in Nevis, tho' there 1s ſcarce 
a Plantation there but what is rocky, and 
near half covered with Stones, yet the little 
Mould. they have being on a Clay, mixed in 
ſome Places with Potter's Earth, retains it's 
natural Vigour better, where it has been long- 
eſt planted ; it is capable of being improved 
by. Dung; every part of it ratoons once or 
twice, and ſome of it in the dry lower Grounds, 


nemme gan QB NASD at if 07 A ese, Bf 


more conſiderable) altho* the Canes in S/ Chrtr 
* ſtopber's, generally ſpeaking, appear more pro- 
miſing, and grow longer and thicker, being 
in many Fields of an Inch and a half Diame- 
ter, and from four to ſix and ſeven Feet in the 
Joints, yet one Gallon of the Nevis Cane-Jaice 
or Liquor ſeldom makes leſs than twenty four 
Ounces of Muſcovado Sugar, and in ſome 


Places two Pounds, or more; whereas in Sz 
11 Chriſtopher's 


where ſuch an Advantage is moſt wanted, for 
ſeven or eight Years running; and (which is 


? 
] 
| 
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Chriſtopher's it is thought no bad Yielding 


when a Pound of Sugar 1s made from a Gallon 
of Liquor. For the Truth of this I appeal 
to any Man that ever was in the two Iflands, 


and thought it worth while to look into the 
Matter. 3 EY 


* AS to what ſome have given out in England 
of the huge Increaſe of the Lands, vx. that in 
many Places one Acre will produce 7 or 8009 
Pounds of Sugar, or more, and 4 or 5000 


throughout, their Aſſertion is manifeſtly falſe ; 


for ſuppoſing 12,000 Acres of Plants and Ra- 
toons to be reaped every Year in St Chriſto- 
pes (and there has generally been more for 
the laſt nine or'ten Years) and that the 12,000 


Acres yield, one with another, 3000 Pounds 


of Sugar, this, allowing 1500 Pounds to a 
Tierce, will amount to 24,000 Tierces a 
Year, whereas it is notorious that Iſland has 
not made above half ſo much (and if the 


Cuſtom- houſe Books may be credited, nothing 
near half ſo much) in any one Year during 
that Time — r r 


LAN has of late been ſo magnified in 
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-St Chriſtopher's as if nothing more was requi- 


ſite to Sugar- making; and the Commiſſioners 


Have ſold ſuch Parcels of the French Lands 


as were fit for little elſe than Paſture or Provi- 
ſions at 5, 6, or 7 1. Sterling per Acre, ſuch as 


were better at 8 to 12 J. and ſuch as were ac- 


counted beſt at 12 to 171. And the whole 


at 20 Years Purchaſe, viz. five Years Pur- 


chaſe, which was called the firſt Third, paid 
in Hand, one Year's Purchaſe every Year for 


five Years running, paid half yearly, which 
they called the Intereſt at ten = Cent. on the 


remaining two Thirds; and ten Years Purchaſe 
more, or the remaining two Thirds, to be paid 
| + 
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at the end of the five Years. What Ground 
they went on in fixing the Purchaſe (which was 
left intirely to their own Difcretion) I know 
not; but to come at ſomething certain concer- 
ning the Value of Land here, it is neceſſary 
to look into the Coſts and Profits of a Sugar 
Plantation in the Leward [flands. : 
LET us then, for a Trial, take 200 Acres 
at 12/. per Acre, after the Manner theſe Gen- 
tlemen have ſold Land in & Chriſtopher's. 
FOR the underſtanding of this, Imuſt go back 


a little to the Hiſtorical Part of this Sale. The 
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great Difficulty (/ays my Author) at preſent 
on the Commiſſioners Hands was how to get 
in the firſt Payment, which they knew could 
not be done (according to the Conditions 
of Sale) in a Lunary Month; and therefore 
however preſſing they were with the Purcha- 


© ſers in private, their Diſcourſe in public was, 
that they were not yet at Leiſure to receive 
the firſt Payment, but that Notice ſhould be 
given when to bring it in. In the mean while, 
ſome of the Purchaſers having deſired Time 


to ſend their Bills to Barbadoes (St Chriſtopher”, 


© and the other Leward 1/ands, not affording Specte 
enough to pay the firſt Third) to raiſe the Mo- 


ney, the Commiſſioners readily granted it. 
For tho* no mention was made of it in the 
Conditions of Sale, nor yet when the firſt A- 
greements were ſtruck, they now declared to 
the Purchaſers by word of mouth, that no Bills 
of Exchange on England would be taken in 
Payment from any Perſon whatſoever, but that 
all muſt be paid in the Iſland-Money at fifty 
per Cent. Advance. (In St Chriſtopher's and all 
the Leward Iſlands a Piſtole or Louis d'or paſſes 
at 28s, a Moidore at 425. a Guinea at 335. 
a Piece of Eight at 65, and an Engliſh Crown 

eat 
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„at 7. 6d.) There are two Reaſons for this: 
1 — that they knew very few of the Bills would 
« have; been honoured in London, moſt of the 
Purchaſers having nothing in their Factors 
« Hands, and many of them being in Debt 
Kin England. The other muſt be left a ſort 
of Secret; for however the Premium on 
Bills of Exchange had govern'd in Antego, for 
« ſome, Years, at 50 per Cent. yet in the other 
* Leward 1ſlandsit had not for many Years been 
more than forty, and at that time no Man 
© could get above 40 per Cent. on his Bills. So 


* 


that this obliging of the Purchaſers to pay 130 l. 


© of the Ifland-Money, in lieu of 1001. Sterling, 
was a Benefit to ſome Body; and yet (for this 
part of the Treaty was wholly Yerbal) the Com- 
« miſſioners would not give a Diſcharge at the 
© foot of the Contract, for ſo much of the 
© Iſland-Money received in lieu of ſo much Ster- 
© ling, but actually for ſo much Sterling. If 
© you waited on them with 140 J. of our Money 
© in lieu of 1001. Sterling, and told them (as the 
© Truth, was) that you could get no more Caſh 
* for your Bills, from any Money'd- man in Sz 
* Chriſtopher's, or any where elſe, (for as ſoon 
as the Traders of Antego heard how Things 
« ſtood, they would give no more for Bills than 
the Currency at St Chriſtopher's) and. if they 
* would not accept of the 1407. Caſh, they might 
© have the Bills on your Factors in London, it 
175 to no Purpoſe. They would have 1501. 
of the Iſland-Money in lieu of 1001. Sterling, 
« otherwiſe jou might let it alone; which was in 
Effect (as the People were taught to under- 
© ſtand it) to tell the trembling Poſſeſſor or Pur- 
* Chaſer, you mus? quit Poſſeſſion, and be gone elſe- 
where with your Family, Negroes, and Stock, and 
$ leave your Canes, Buildings, and Improvements, 

| OE * behind 
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behind you, which no Body bid you to put there's 


yon have nothing to do with the King's Land. And 


tho? there was no ſuch thing in the Contract, 
as paying in the Country-Money at 50 per 
Cent. Advance, but that any Purchaſer might 
have inſiſted on their receiving his Bills, both 
as that is the common Way of paying Sterling 
in theſe Parts, and as the Law in S; Chriſtopher's 
has lump'd the Coſts and Intereſt on a Proteſt- 
ed Bill at 20 per Cent, yet ſuch Fears were 


they ſtill in of being inſtantly diſpoſſeſs'd, that 


not one amongſt them dar'd to ſtand ir. Alas! 
what will not Men ſubmit to when threatned 
with inſtant Ruin, and govern'd by the Di- 
ctates of Fear! The Poſſeſſors were not igno- 
rant when they carne into theſe Contracts chat 
the Land was really too dear, and that they 
could not propoſe to pay the Price ſet upon ir 
within the Time limited, if ever, any other 
Way than by mortgaging it to Strangers; but 
then they knew not how to keep their Slaves 
and Stock alive, if once diſpoſſeſs'd ; and they 
knew the Commiſſioners had power to diſpoſ- 
ſeſs them, and that it was not in itſelf unjuſt, 
their Grants from the Crown being only during 
Pleaſure, to diſpoſſeſs them : And tho* ſome 
were not wanting to put them in mind, that ma- 
ny Things may be juſtly done which Prudence 
and a Concern for the general Utility will not 
ſuffer to be done, (for had the Commiſſioners 
diſpoſſeſs'd them, neither They nor their 
ſmilinform*d] Employers, knew where to find 
others to pur in their Room, without encoura- 
ging the Planters to fall down from Barbadoes 
and the other Iſlands to ſettle at & Chriſtopher's, 
which would have been to ſtop one Gap, by ma- 
king a worſe amongſt ourſelves, whilſt the Per- 


ſons diſpoſſeſs'd muſt of neceſſity have fled 5 
. 6 tne 


[40] | 
the French and Dutch for Succour, where they 
would have been received with open Arms, 
and got Land enough for nothing), yet they re- 
garded more the Danger before their Eyes, 

| - * than the Counſel of their Friends, or the Rea- 

©, © & ſon of the Caſe. Certainly, ſuch was the Ter- 

© © -*. ror they were in, and ſuch their Abhorrence 

' ® _< at the ſame Time of flying to Foreigners, 
which was alſo attended with numberleſs Dit- 
_ -.,,+ + faculties) that I verily believe if the Commiſ- 

* - _ + fiorters had aſk'd 40 or 50 J. for each Acre of 

2 the French Land, many of them would have 

* yielded to have given it, or at leaſt would | 

, A — ſaid ſo, merely like Slaves under Cor- 
* rection, who to get rid of preſent Laſhes, and 
to gain "time' to breathe, will often confeſs 

or promiſe, juſt as their Tormentors would 

| © have them.” Now to return where I left off. 
3 THE firſt Third, or the firſt five Years 
« Purchaſe, to be paid in a Lunary Month from 

the Day of the Agreement, is 800/. or 12007. 

© of the Iſland- Money; which 1200/. of the 
© INand-Money, if rais'd (as the Purchaſers of 

© $; Chriſtopher's were forc'd to do) by Bills at 

40 per Cent. Advance, will coſt 857 J. 25. 1049. 

Sterling. 

THE Second five Years Purchaſe, or thei 

-< Intereſt at ten per Cent. on the other two Thirds 

« for five Years, if paid after the ſame manner, 

© (as probable it will; though, the Truth is, it 

© may be exacted in what Manner or Specie the 

Receivers ſhall think fit, there being no Pro- 

< viſion made for it in the Contract) will amount 

© to the like Sum, viz. 8571. 25. 10d. 

THE Survey at 124. per Acre, and five 

.© Piſtoles for writing the Contract, (which was 

the Price for every Contract, whether for 200 

Acres, or for the ſmalleſt Spot) 121. 25. 10:4. 

off *Y «THE 
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TH E Cot of the 209 Acres at 121. per 
| Acre, 1s "op 
/ | + AY 1 WG J. 5. 4; b- 
THE firſt Third paid down - 857 2 10% 
THE Intereſt at Ten per e 
© Cent. on the other two Thirds 857 2 104 
« for hve. Years 
TEN Years purchaſe more, 
or the 228 two Thirds at the 9. 
End of 5 Years (if rais'd here ' . 
by Bills - 40, and paid in the 1714 5 83 
Iſland-Money, at 30 per Cent. 90 
Advance) — — ꝛ — 
*<SURVEYING and Wri-J : 2 
* ting the Contract - 1 5 


— — — — 
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Total- 3440-14 134 


I omit the Charge of the Grant, or approv'd 
Conveyance in Law, to be made to the Pur- 
chaſer at the End of the five Years, becauſe 
it is omitted in the Contract; but ſuch Con- 
veyances will doubtleſs coſt Money, juſt what 
the Sellers ſhall demand. | | 
* AND I fay nothing of the Intereſt the far 
greater part of the Purchaſers have now to 
pay to the Jobbers, who have furniſhed them 
with Money to anſwer the firſt Payment, or 
which they may hereafter have to pay to thoſe 
that furniſh them with Money to diſcharge the 
Remainder, which we might well ſuppoſe to 
be ſomething beyond the common Intereſt, 
and by Conſequence a heavy Charge on the 
Purchaſer, although it ſhould put nothing di- 
rectly into the Seller's Pocket. 


G « THE 


aa „ ae 


wa Mn ai rm MM AQ: gia” a 


12 1 
« THE next Requiſite to Sugar-making, and 
the moſt momentous as the World goes, is the 
Negro- Slaves, leſs than 150 of which, Young 
. Old, cannot manure 200 Acres with any 
tolerable Proſpect of Advantage. While the 
African Company flouriſh'd, the Supplies from 
Guinea were regular and certain, and they fold 
the Slaves cheaper, and gave longer Credit for 
them (which wasthe making of all the Leward 
Iſlands) than other Traders will, or can afford 
to do. Boys and Girls have of late coft 14 to 
201. Sterling, Nomen 20 to 28 J. and Men 2 
to 30 l. or more. Take them at 22 J. per Head: 
and this comes to 3300 l. Sterling. 
© A good and ſubſtantial Delling. Houſe, 
Boiling. Houſe, Curing- Houſe, and Still- Houſe, 
as ſet forth in the Conditions of Sale, with the 
Stables, and Out. houſing, cannot be built for 
100 J. 
TH E Coppers, Stills, and other Implements 
and Utenſils for the Boiling, Curing, and Still. 
Houſes, and a Cattle-Mill, 1000 . 
AND if a Wind-Mill ould be thought 
© needful (as indeed it is) on a Plantation of 
200 Acres, that would coſt little lels than 
10001. 
THEN Horſes From! the Noyth-Continent 
Mules from Porto-rico, Curaſoa, or the Spaniſh 
© Main, which are fold at 20 to 281. Sterlin 
© per Head, Carts, Cart-Cattle, and other Ap- 
© pendices, too numerous to be ſer down here, 
13001. 
HR Ei is about 8000 /. Sterling to be laid 
out on 200 Acres of Land, if one would cul- 
© tivate it to Advantage. Let us Next Tee the 
< yearly Produce of it. 
THE Crops are ſometimes very great : 
8 A in the Year 1719, when Sugar fell in __ 
lan 
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land from the beſt to the loweſt Price it has 
ſold at ſince the Peace of Utrecht, there was. a 
better Crop than has been ſince in moſt of the 
Leward 1ſlands ; in all which it is thought pretty 
good Making, and beyond what is made com- 
munibus anni, when ſuch a Plantation as this 
yields a Hogſhead of Muſcovado Sugar of 1500 
Pounds Weight, for every Negroe, Worker 
or not Worker, you have upon it, ar 225,000 1h. 
NOTE, The Number of Workers in a 
Plantation of 150 Slaves ſeldom exceeds $0 or 
9o, the reſt being either. too Young or too 
Old, or hinder'd by Sickneſs, Lameneſs, At- 
rendance in the White Family, or by their run- 
ning away 

© THE. Molaſſes (reckoning 100 Gallons 
from ſix Hogſheads or Tierces of Sugar) is 
2500 Gallons. 
* THE Rum (when the Molafles, as well as 
the Skimmings of the Sugar, is converted to 
that uſe) may be, beſides the Plantation-Con- 
ſumption, x ba 4000 Gallons. | 
NOTE, Many Plantations in 8! Cbriſto- 
pher”'s make very little Rum, and ſome none 
at all; and then the Skimmings (except what 
is drank by the Horſes, Sc. before it grows 
ſour) is all loſt. 
< DURING the laſt War with France, the 
Sugar of the Leward 1/lands paſs'd in Barter 


and Payments, at the Rate of 125. 69. per 


Cent. but might have been bought for 105. or 
10s. 64. of the Country-Caſh; the Currency 
for theſe laſt ſix or ſeven Years, has been 165 5, 


ber Cent. which is 1800 l. 


© 2500 Gallons of Molaſſes at 9 d. (the con- 
ſtant Price) per Gallon is 937. 154. 0d. 
* BUT we will ſuppoſe the Molaſſes to be 


made i 1000 Rum, as being the moſt profitable 
G 2 6 Way i ; 


* . U 44 1 , - 
Way; 4000 Gallons of Rum at 2 5. per Gal- 
on is 400. which, with the Sugar, makes 

* 22001. of the INland-Money. 

© AND there is nothing elſe made in & Chri- 

« ſtopher's, except a trifle of Indigo and Cotton, 
by the pooreſt of the Inhabitants ; for the Cot- 
ton ſent from thence for England, is brought 
from Anguilla, Cc. by my 
As to the yearly Expence of ſuch a Planta- 
tion, there is, Firſt, the Repairs of the Build- 
< ings; and theſe being almoſt all of Timber in 
S Chriſtopher's,” muſt be ſhingled and boarded 
© round every ſeventh or eighth Year. | 
THE wear and tear of Coppers, Mill- 
work, Coolers, Ciſterns, Caſks for Rum, Hoes 
and Hand-Bills, Stills, and a hundred other 
Utenſils, muſt be made good on Occaſion. 

* THE Loſs in Slaves (not including thoſe 
immediately from Guinea, of which about two 
' Fifths die in the Seaſoning) may well, one Year 
with another, be reckoned at One in Fifteen 
in dry Years when Proviſions of the Country 
Growth are ſcarce, I have known it One in 
Seven in my Plantations, and the fame or worſe | 
in fickly Seaſons; and when the Small-Pox, 
which is almoſt as much dreaded in the Leward 
Hands as the Peſtilence is in any Part of Eu- 
rope, happens to be imported, it is incredible 
what Havock it makes among the Blacks. 
* TO this the Births are to be oppoſed. But, 
conſidering how hard the Negroes are gene- 
rally kept to work, and that Polygamy (which, 
whatever it may do in their native Countries, 
is found, among other Miſchiefs, to hinder 
Breeding here) is permitted to them; and al- 
lowing for the Numbers of Infants that die, 
the little Work the Mother can do for three 

Months before and nine after the Birth, Mid- 
N n s witery, 
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© wifery, and ſome other Incidents,” and the 
Maintenance of the Child for ſix or ſeven 
© Years at a Peny per Diem, the Gain from 
© thence cannot be great. 

THE Loſs of Horſes, Mules, and Cattle, in 
Dry-weather Years eſpecially, is very conſider- 
able. 
DRU Gs and Doctorage is a weighty Ar- 
© ticle every Tear. 

-. > CLOATHING for the Slaves, and Fiſh, 
© Flower, Beef, and Herrings for their Food, 
is another. 

HERE is the Pariſh Tax for the ſup- 
« port of the Parſon, Clerk, Sexton, and Poor, 
and to keep the Church in Repair. 

© AND the public Tax for paying the Agent's 
*s Salary in England, for Building or Repairing 
the Seſſions. Houſe and Priſon, for . repairin 
the Fortifications and Breaſt-Works, or making 


PEN 


Honour and Dignity of the King's Authority, 

the public meeting of the Seſſions, and the fre- 

© quent Attendance of the Council, and for de- 
« fraying all other public Charges, cannot, ſince 
nothing of the 44 per Cent Duty is laid out 
* on thoſe Uſes, but be ſometimes heavy 
enough. 

THE Wages of a common White Over- 
© ſeer on ſuch a Plantation, with his Allowance 
© for Proviſions, Sc. is ſeldom leſs than 100 l. 
of the Ifland-Money. | 
AND when the Owner of a Plantation 
lives elſewhere, the Hire of a Manager, with 
his Perquiſites, is much more conſiderable, 

* THESE, and not a few more yearly 
« Expences, muſt all be made good out of the 
Sugar, Rum, and Molaſſes, or the 2200 J. 


produced by the Plantation; and they are 
commonly, 
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commonly, and I think juſtly, computed (ex- 
* cluſive © the Loſs in Slaves, and the Mainte- 
« nance .of the Maſter and his White Fami- 
« | y) at half this Produce ; however, to humour 
f « ſame People, we hall allow them here to * 

two Fifths only, or 880 l. 

* THERE remains then to the Planter YH 
rarely ſhips off any Rum or Molaſſes on his 
© own Account, but parts with both to the Tra- 
ders here for Horſes, Lumber, a little Caſh, 
c.) 1320 l. or 165,000 th of Sugar, out of 
© which ſuppoſing him, as being willing to make 
the moſt: of it, to ſhip 98 Tierces to London 
© on his proper Account and Ae, his pes 
„will run thus; | 


£ g8 Caſks of Sugar containing each. 


1497 th. at an Average — — 146,70b 
e 90 Sugar Tierces at 165. or 100 b. 1 9800 

each  —— — — —— “ 
6 Permit-Money, 8c. —.— 54 


The Duty of 45 per Cent. paid in | 
c Specie. into the King's Cuſtom- 6602 
© houſe ee eee | 

£ 3 5. of the Iſland-Money per Caſh } 

(being a, Duty | impoſed by the 

Council and Aſſembly of St Chri- | | 
* Bopher*s in the Year 1722, as an 1838 

Addition to the Chief-Governor's | 
6 Salary, and paid in Caſh) 14. 
© 145. in Sugar at 16 5s. per Cent. is, 

s Commiſſions at 5 per Cent. Storage 
6 ane. Se. ——— 


A8 to Waſtag e in the Paſſage, I have known 


2 mech of 1 — of the Leward Iſlands y 
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loſe a ſixth Part; but becauſe our Planters of S 
Cbriſtopher's who ſhip Sugar on their own Ac- 
count affirm, that theirs holds out better, we 
will here admit the Loſs to be but one in ten, 
which is 14,670 B. there remains 132, 036 fh. 


II paſs over Pilferage, which the Inſurer does 
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not meddle with, and for which there is but 


ſhort Redreſs otherwiſe : Veſſels from England 
ate ſaid to be but ſeldom guilty : but the 


Freighters complain of it as too frequent in 
thoſe, which, being built to the Northward to 
be ſold at Home, touch in, merely for the 


Sake of a Freight and to ſell a Lumber-Cargo, 


at the Sugar Iſlands, where we never ſee them 
more, | | 

THEN (as the Hundred in the Leward 
Hands is but five Score, and in England five 
Score and twelve) allow for the Difference of 


Weight 14,148 b. and, if there has been no 


Pilferage nor petty Damages at Sea, and the 
Waſte not above one Pound in ten, there will 
turn out at the King's Beam in London near 


upon 1179 Hundred of nett Sugar. 


THE Price of Sugar in England depends 
on Contingences needleſs to be named at pre- 
ſent. That of S} Chriſtopher's hath for ma- 


ny Years paſt been either 20 to 245, or 24 
to 28 s. per Cent. At the Medium of 245. 


this Quantity of 1179 Hundred will fetch 
14147. 16, Sterling. 
* DURING the laſt War, when the French 


Settlements at Petit Guaves, Cape Frangois, Sc. 


were in their Infancy, and Sugar ſold higher 


in England than now, the Freight from the 
Leward Iſlands was 10 to 18 5. per Hundred; 
of late Years it hath been from 3 to 5.5. At 
the Medium of 4. this Charge on 1179 Hun- 


« THE 


dred is 235 J. 165, 


3 


11 pf 1H E Pr; in England at 3 5. 6 d. per Hun- 
«© dred 206 J. 6.5. 6 d. | 
IHE, ſmall. Expence | of Bill. Money, 


« Waiters, . Lighterage, Primage, Weighing, 
© Storage (which, becomes great when the Sugar 
lies long; unſold; or is fo ong in being taken 
from the Ware- houſe by the Buyer), Commiſ, | 
« ſions, Brokerage, c. being from 12 to 204d. 
per Hundred at 16 d. is 781. 125. 
-; * RISQUE and 2 of 900 l. (includ. 
ing Commiſſions and other Coſts) at about 
0 three per Cent. 27 J. In all 5471. 145. 6 d. 
WHICH being deduced, the clear Pro- 
« fits of this 1 247. 2s of 200 Acres, ſtocked 
as above, will amount to 867 J. 15. 64. Ster- 
ling; and when the Owner has maintained 
himſelf and, his Family out of that Sum, and 
made good his Loſs in Slaves, and perhaps 
ſome other Matters, the Balance, whatever it 
is, remains to the national Stock in England. 
< THUS it is, or may be, when all things 
anſwer better than ordinary. | 
F O R there are ſome Contingences to which 
the Leward Iſlands are eſpecially ſubject, ſuch [ 
as Hurricanes, Accidental Fires, and Dry Wea- \ 
ther, any one of which will make a vaſt * 
nution in this Produce. 
HERE was a moſt furious Tempeſt in 
Auguſt 17097, which, in the Judgement of ſome 
that were in both, exceeded that of November 
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1703 in England. And tho* we have felt no- 

thing like it ſince, yet there have been ſeveral 

Storms, ſometimes two in one Year, and ge- | 
nerally one every Year, which never failed | 
to. do much Damage, to the Loſs of a Fourth q 
© or Third, and with many of half their Crops : 
To ſay nothing of che Spar on board of Ships 
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* at Anchor, which are often drove aſhore in 


the Hurricane-Months, and loſt. . 

* ACCIDENTAL Fire among Canes 
does great harm in many Places every Tear. 
By this Miſchance alone, a Fourth perhaps, 
or a Third of a Planter's whole Year's Labour 
and Expence is near conſumed in a few Hours; 
And conſidering the revengeful Temper of che 
Slaves, and that not one in a Hundered of 
them is under any Ties of any thing (as far 
as I have perceived} that deſerves the Name 
of Religion, and with what caſe they may ſet 
Fire to the Canes without being diſcovered, 
tis really much we meet not with more of 
theſe Diſaſters. 139 10 ml 
BUI the fureſt and ſevereſt of all is the 
dry Weather, which in every. Iſland affects - 
ſome Plantations every Yeat, and in many 
Years every Plantation throughout the Læward 
Hands; and the Drought is generally followed 
by an Army of Worms, Flies, and other In- 
ſects, which eat up what little green things 
are left on the Earth; then comes a- ſcarcity 
of Indian Proviſions, and a proportionable 
Dearth: of thoſe from England, Ireland, and 
the North Continent ; then a moſt dreadful 
Mortality among the Negroes and Live-Stock, 
Crops next to nothing, and Ships returning 
with dead Freight; the King's Duty of 45 
here, and 35. 6 d. per Cent. at home are mi- 
ſerably ſhorten'd, the Sugat- Factors in England 
bite their Nails for want of Buſineſs 
and the poor Planter is in want of all things 
but Debt, Anguifh, and Diſtreſs. 

© NOW when any of theſe happens, Hurri- 


cane, Fire, or a laſting Drought, ſuch: a 


Plantation as this of 200 Acres, ſtock'd as be- 


« fore, far from clearing 867 l. Sterling will 
21 H 


© hardly 


L 30 J 


6 hardly clear the Half, perliaps not a fourth of 
that Sum, as every one knows that is acquain- 
ted with the Leward and.. And as to the 
dry Weather in particular, I deſire to appeal 
to choſe who have Eſtates in the Leward 1/ands, 
and live in England themſelves, (of which there 
are ſeveral in and about London) whether their 
© Plantations which in ſome Years remit them 
60, 80, or 100 Hogſheads of Sugar, did re- 
mit 40 or 20 Hogſheads in the Years 1717, 
©1718, 1721, 1724, and 1726, which were dry 
„weather Years in moſt of the Leward Iſſands; 
*'nay, I would aſk ſome of them, whether they 
received one Ounce from their Plantations in 
* ſome of theſe Years, and which is worſe, whe- 
ther in 1718 and 1721, their Plantations did 
not bring moſt of them in Debt. 

I hope it will not offend an Honourable and 
Worthy Gentleman now at the Board of Trade in 
London, who is lately, in Right of his Lady, be- 
come Owner of a Plantation in the Iſtand of Ne- 
vis (of 2 or 300 Acres of Land, about 100 Slaves, 
and other Stock proportionable) ; if 1 preſume 1 in 
this publick Manner, to deſire him to look into 
the Plantation-Books of the former Owner for 
the laſt 20 or 30 Years, from which I am almoſt 
ſure (becauſe I have known Col. Jory make the 
like Complaints) he will find a Confirmation of 
hat my Author advances in the preceeding Pa- 
ragraph.] 

* AND'it would not be found to derogate 
from this, (and if any thing elſe can be alleg'd, 
I ſhould be glad to ſee it fairly propos'd) that 
in ſome or al of thoſe Years, a great deal of 
Sugar was entered in the Cuſtom-houſe at home, 
* from one or two of our Iſlands; for it was Su- 
© gar imported from Martinico and Guadalope, 
4 n upon paying the 1 per Cent, here was 
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. re-exported for England; ,and,.I'wiſls all the. 


French Sugar was to be carried the ſame 
Way, 1 | 


MM Gtr inland 9 * 
IHE Poſſeſſors of the French Lands in 
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St Chmſtopber's, needed not then to fear (how- 
ever ſome thought fit to terrify him with it) 
that any Gentleman in England or elſewhere, 
who had 8 or goool. to venture in the World, 
would (ſuppoling him but barely ſuſpicious of 
Events) have laid it out in forming a Settle- 
ment amongſt them, although he might have 
had the Land as the King of France diſpoſes 
of his in Hiſpaniola, or the Dutch of theirs near 
Surinam, for nothing, or rather with a Premium; 
much leſs that the Planters on any other of 
our Sugar Iſlands (who could not but know the 
true State of Things) would have gone to St 
Chriſtopher's, with their Negroes and Stock, 
to buy French Lands at the Price impos'd by 
the Commiſſioners. hag * 
* BUT becauſe the fine Figure that is ſome- 
times made in England by Planters of the Le- 
ward Hands, will doubtleſs be objetted here, 
I ſhall (for the ſake of thoſe of our Country- 
men at home, who have been long cenſur'd 
for knowing leſs of their own King's Domi- 
nions than of that of foreign Countries) en- 
deavour to account for all Appearances of 
this Sort, by relating the Fact as it ſtands, 
which is thus: When Merchants who ſettle 
here, or Men of the Learned Profeſſions, df 


the Law eſpecially, have got a little before- 


hand (which few that underſtand and mind their 
Buſineſs are long in doing) let them but once 


get Footing on a Piece of Land, or on a Plan- 


tation ever ſo poorly ſettled, whether by Mar- 
riage, Purchaſe, or otherwiſe, and they ſeldom 


« fail (as their other Buſineſs or Practice is daily 


re met 
H 2 bringing 
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© bringing them in Money) of ſoon” becoming 


8 conliderable Planters. There is no need of 


« deſcending to Particulars, with reſpect to o- 
<thers 3 every Man in England who can but 
gueſs ar Matters will apprehend, without being 
„told, how a Governor of the Leward -Iflands, 
9 Lieutenanb-Governor of ſuch /a Place as 
„& hriſtopher's, an Agent of the Afritan Com. 
© pany (at leaſt as that Employment ſtood for- 
© merly) a Collector of the Cuſtoms or of the 
© Caſual Revenues, an upper Officer of the 
Regiment ſtationed among theſe Iflands for 
<120 Years together, a Treaſurer,” a Chief-Judge, 
© a Secretary, or Provoſt-Marſhal of an Iſland 
© where Bulineſsis ſtirring, or even Handicraftſ- 
© men, ſuch as Mill- Wrights, Houſe-Carpenters, 
© Maſons, Black: Smiths, Coopers, Taylors (when 
©, not corrupted with our Rum, as moſt of them 
© preſently are) may both acquire Plantations, 
and improve them to a good Height in no 
N length of Time. And whoever knows 
e Leward Hands, or will adviſe with ſuch as 
do, will find, that theſe are the Men of Wealth 
. and Subſtance, and almoſt the only Perſons 
© that ſettle their Eſtates ſo thoroughly as to be 
Sable to return to Europe, and to live there in 
Affluence and Splendor on the Profits of them; 
© whilſt the mere Planters, who make the Bulk, 
© are fo far (ſome excepted) from being rich, 
© that too many of them owe more than their 
Eſtates are worth: And (not to hide a mor- 
© tifying Truth) when the Deſcendants of theſe 
© firſt Induſtrious Purchaſers happen to be left 
behind them here, [moſt of them fall into the 
Ways of the Place, and manage as bad as 
« che worſt of their Neighbours. ea 
FOR beſides the natural Defefts of a 
4 ' Plantation in- theſe Parts, and the Calamities 
© | 9 


4 
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eit is always ſubject to, the Planters (it ou, 
© be-confeſs'd) offend in many Things; of hi 
I ſhall mention ſome, not to expoſe but to 
ſerve them, and to make the moſt Inattentive,. 
if poſſible,” know their Situation. better than 
* they do, | 
As no People on Earth are more hoſpitable 
to Strangers, kinder to their Friends and 
: Neighbours, and more helpful to the Diſtreſ- 
ſed; ſo I have ſeen ſome of them near undo 
themſelves by exceeding the Bounds of Hoſ- 
6 111 and indulging "thar other Favourite: 
olly, of over-coltly Apparel. But theſe Ex- 
©: ceſſes are almoſt quite over. 
© AGAIN; As there is nothing of Educa: 
tion for their Children here' above Reading 


2.0.2 a 


5 
and Writing, this puts more of them than 
© can go through with it upon ſending them to 
c England, where few Planters having any Re- 
© Jations or Friends to direct their Education, 
© except their Factors whoſe Talents lie another 
© Way, the bringing of them up is always ex- 
« penſive, and does but ſometimes anſwer the 
End, too many of them returning here at the 
Cl. Age of 16, 17, or 18, full of the Conceit of 
< their Father's large Poſſeſſions, and the Herd 
of Slaves they are to be Lords over, and not 
being provided with any tolerable Stock of 
© ſubſtantial Knowledge, {:1dom or never grow 
capable of ſerving their Country or them- 
© ſelves to purpoſe : Tho? this mult be ſaid in 
< Juſtice to them, that being for the molt part 
of that kind of Genius Quintilian ſpeaks of, 
© (lib. x. c. 3.) quod non temer? unquam pervenit 
© ad frugem, when they fall into good Hands, 
and are kept long enough at it, few of the 
« Youth'of other Countries anſwer the Culture 
4 * on them, better than our —— 
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4 and could name ſome of them that ſerve at 


* preſent with great Applauſe in ſeveral Poſts 


and Offices of the Government here, and 
make as good a Figure in the Regiment, on 
the Bench, at the Bar, and in the Practice of 
Phyſick, as any among us that were born and 
bred in England. | 
© IT. is alſo a Piece of bad Oeconomy and 
want of Fore-caſt in many Planters, that they 
buy every thing at the deareſt Hand, not on- 
ly neglecting to ſend to England, on their 
own Account and Riſque, for ſuch Things 
as they want from thence, but even neglect- 
ing to lay in Proviſions, and other Neceſſa- 
ries for their Families and Plantations, when 
cheap and plenty here (as almoſt every ſort 
of them is once a Year) and when they have 
Sugar to pay for them. The Bulk 4 
are not able to do this; but muſt take up 
Goods of the Trader as they want them, 
to be paid (which long Cuſtom has made 
a Rule) as their Crops come on. This the 
Trader knows how to improve, by laying a 
proper Price on his Wares, which if the Plan- 


be ho ahn LOL EE M w- 
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< ter fails to pay according to Agreement, or 


< ſhould be diſabled from doing it (as is very 
common) by the ſhortneſs of the Crop, he 
« then. lies at the Creditor's Mercy, and if he 
does not comply punctually as ſoon as poſ- 
c fable, .2 Suit of Law naturally follows, which 
cannot but be more expenſive. in this Part of 
© the World than in Europe. So that what thro? 
© his, Situation and  Infelicity, what thro? his 
Train of ill Conduct, the Planter is kept al- 
ways in. Debt and Dependance, and either 
pays with 2 Witneſs for his Misfortunes or In- 
« diſcretion, or leaves it an Incumberance on his 


Hen as they do again on theirs with Addi- 
© tions, 
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tions, *cill at length the Plantation anſwers all, 
© as far as it will go. : % 
"OTHERS (and none ſo much as in St 
© Chriſtopher's) run into another Rxtream, and 
to be thought wealthier than they are, will 
ſhip perhaps forty, fifty, or more Tierces of 
Sugar to their Factors in London, and at the 
ſame time write for twice the Amount in 
Goods, which the Factor readily takes up from 
© his Tradeſmen, and ſends them out by the 
« firſt Ship. Next Year the Planter ſhips about 
the ſame: Quantity, with a like Order for 
Goods, and it may be draws Bills of Ex- 
change on his Bill of Lading; and ſo on, 
till the Factor finds it time to ſtop, and de- 
© mands more Sugar, and if that fails directs 
* .his Attorneys here to do the needful. Mean 
while the Planter paſſes (and refers you to the 
< Cuſtom-houſe Books for it) for a conſider- 
able Shipper, and by conſequence a thriving 
Man, when in truth it is none of his own 
(any farther than the Riſque) but his Factor's 
* Sugar at Home that he is now ſhipping. 
© Whereas would the Planters never ſend for 
more Goods than the nett Proceeds of their 
Conſignments, and avoid falling into the Fa- 
ctor's Debt (except in Caſes of abſolute ne- 
ceſſity, when it ought to be ſpeedily diſcharg- 
ed before the Intereſt and Obligation run too 
high) the Factors would not only court their 
Favour, but endeavour effectually to deſerve 
it, and ſuch of them as employ Ships in the 
Sugar-Trade would be glad to ſend out the 
groſs and bulky Goods Freight- free, as they 
do to many in other Iſlands, but to none that 
can hear of in St Chriſtopher's, and above 
all they could afford to buy the Goods from 
the Tradeſmen with Ready Money, which 
4 ® © ought 
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© ought to make them come a great deal cheaper 
© than can be expected the other way 
5 AND, to name no more, nothing is more 


« common with the, more unthinking fort, chan 


to ſet I know not what Value on their growing 
. Canes, and becauſe a great Quantity of Sugar 


has been formerly made from this or that Piece 


of their Ground in a ſeaſonable Lear, or when 
pn the Soil was richer, fondly to conclude that the 
_ © ſame muſt be made from it ſtill, eſpecially if 
* the Cane looks fair and promiſing at firſt, And 
* well were it for them did they ſtop here; but 
4 * the Miſchief is, they buy and live as if they 
were ſure of making the like Quantity; and 
1 then when Pay-Day comes, and the Creditor 
grows urgent, Ns {ruly, ſays the Planter to 


bim, — — I am aſhamed to tell what be 


« ſays 


%- 


128 BUT to how liele purpaſe ſoever | theſe 


s. Planters labour for themſelves, others are Gain- 


2 


ers by them: The Merchants are notable Gain- 
bers, eſpecially the Tranfent Traders, that is, 
* ſuch as ſtay. only two. or three Months at an 
< Iſland in Crop-time, | till they, have ſold their 
Cargoes, and gathered in the Produce, and 
then return home to fit themſelves out for 
« the like Adventure the following Year. Ir 
is ſurpriſing ſometimes to ſee what Care the 
© Planters, take to keep up their Credit with 
. ' theſe Traders, how they will pinch and 
e ſtraiten; themſelves, and run the Riſque of 

all their other Creditors can do, rather than 
let theſe go without any conſiderable part of 

their Demands; whereas the ſettled Trader, 
c who ſupplies their Occaſions all the Year 
round, and who is obliged to Watch and 
Ward, and to pay to all, both Publick and 
5 _ Levies as other Inhabitants do, * 
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be left to the laſt, till they have done with 
the Going Men (as theſe Planters call the 
Tranſl ent Traders) and then if, he will not 


take up | with,the; Refuſe of, the. Crop, he muſt 


be content to ſtay, {til}; next Year, when the 
„Ships returning carly with ſuch Proviſions and 
dry Goods as the, Planters are in immediate 


need of, if. the Tranſi ent Trader is not again 
preferred in point of Payment, he ſhews, Him- 
elf ſhy; of truſting them, and if once diſap- 


pointed in any thing of Moment, will have 
no more to do with them. And as the ſettled 


Merchant is thus unconſcionably dealt with, 
and often. thereby put to it to maintain his 


own Credit in England, ſo it is ſure in the end 
to turn to the Prejudice of the Planter, and 
is the true Reaſon that ſo many of their Eſtates 
fall into the Hands of ſuch Traders, who are 


at laſt forced (as it were) to take the Benefit 


of the Law, which no ſtanding Merchant of 


Note is ever known to do 'till things are 


growing deſperate; for it is his Intereſt (as 


it was che Royal African Company's) to bear 


as long as poſſible with the Planter, and to 


help him to retrieve himſelf by new. Credigs 
but the Tranſient Trader troubles his 


d 
with no ſuch Conſequences, let him once get in 


his out- ſtanding Debts, and if he but ſuſpects 
your future Compliance, you will never ſee 


him more. 
THE Merchants in England, or the x 


ors to whom the Sugars are conſigned, what 


with their Commiſſions on the Sales, and What 


with the Profits made on the Returns, are 
moſt conſiderable Gainers, without running 


any... Riſque at all; for if they over-ſhip 
Goods, or advance Money to a Planter, as 


they are often forward enough to do to ſecure 
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the Continuance of his Conſignments, they 
take due Care to make him Pay a full In- 
tereſt for it. 

THE Crown, as has been ſaid areddy; 
receives a Duty of (I think) 35. 6 d. on eve- 
« 13 Hundred of their Sugar imported into 
Ereat Britain. And here there is the Duty 
© of 41 per Cent. paid in Specie out of all dead 
© Commodities of the Growth or Produce, and 


* 


an additional Duty of 15. 6 d. per the 112 tb. 


© on all Sugar, as well as certain Duties on other 


© enumerated Commodities which by Law may 


be exported from hence to ſupply the Wants 
* of 'our Plantations of North 2 which 
© is far from being inconſiderable, and would 
* ſoon become greater, were it not for the 
Trade between our northern Colonies and the 
* Colonies of Martinico, Guadalope, St Thomas, 

* and St Jobn's (now both: poſſeſſed by the 
Danes, but rightfully belonging to England ) 
St Euſtace, Curaſoa, Surinam, Eſacape, and the 
© other French -and-Dutch Sugar Settlements in 
© the Weſt-Indies, which are all ſupplied from 
©thence' with Boards, Shingle, Joiſt, Plank, 
ſhead-Staves, Hoops, Horſes, Bread, 
MNower, Gammons, Salt-Fiſh, and many o- 
© ther the like, which they cannot poſſibly ſub- 
« fiſt without, or get elſewhere than from our 
© Colomies on the Continent; for all which they 
© barter away their own Produce, viz. Sugar, 

« Molaſſes, Rum, Indigo, Cocoa-Nuts, &c. which 
are carried thither, and from thence in great 
© Quantities to Europe, without paying either 
© the 47 per Cent. or the Duties on Goods enu- 
© merated, whereby the like Commodities from 
© the Engliſh Iſlands are leſſened in Value, the 
King loſes all-thoſe Impoſts, and the ſame ill 


_ * Conſequences come from this Traffic. that 
come 
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come from the other between Ireland and 


«* Martinico by the Way of Santa Lucia, where 
the Ships from Lreland ſell their Proviſions, 
Sc. to the French, and the French pay for 


6 them 1 in Sugars, Weng Indigo, &c. which there 
© is Reaſon to believe are never unloaded in 
« Great. Britain, or not as French Produce. 

I ſay nothing of the Profits our Mother- 


Nation reaps. by the Planters taking off her 
6 Manufactures, Proviſions, and the Slaves ſhe 
buys for us in Africa, employing her Hands, 
Shipping, and the like, as being all well un- 
derſtood; but ſince I am ſpeaking of ſome 
of her Gains from the Leward Iſlands, I will 


venture to mention one Hardſhip they are like 
* to fall under, which is little known, I oy 
* ſay, and leſs minded in England. | 

[THE Reader will — chat this was 
written in the Lear 1727.] 


I the thirty ſecond Article of the ut 


Governor's Inſtructions (dated at Ken/ingtor, 
September 30. 1721.) it is ſaid, That whereas 
it has been repreſented that 12001, Sterling per 
Annum is not at preſent a. ſufficient ſupport for 
the Governor, and the Dignity: of the Gavern- 
* ment of the Leward Iſlands, their reſpectide A, 
* ſemblies are permitted and allowed ſettle to upon 
Him by any Act, or Acts, ſuch Sum or Sums; in 


5 addition to bis Salary, as, they ſhall think proper; 


and the Governor is allowed to give bis - Aﬀſent 


J to any Act or Acts of Aſſembly for that pur- 
+ poſe; provided ſuch Sum or Sums be ſettled 
on Him, and bis Succeſſors in the Government, 
- or at leaſt on Himſelf during the whole Time of 


bis Government, and that: ibe ſame be done by 
© the firſt Aſſembly in each Iſland after bis Arrival 
© (among them. And in the thirty third Article 
s tbe Governor is required to communicate: this De- 
f I 2 « claration 
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e claration of bi Majeſty's "Royal Will and Plea- 
*: ſure, to the ſeveral en bkeß of theſe Iſlands at 
bein firſt Meeting after his Arrival, and to have 
nbe ſame entered in the Regiſters 97 the Councils 
and Aſſemblies, that all Perſons te hom it may 
concern may govern themſelves accordingly. Now 
« tho>this'ik nothing*6f a Command, yet ſince 
+: -Devency-alone requires the greateſt Deference 
to be paid to ſuch high Permiſſion, People 
in the Circumſtances of Sr Chriſtopher's and 
+ ſome other of "theſe Iſlands (ſupp6ſing them 
ol have" apy Senſe of Poſterity) cannot but 
#1 be apprehenlive of the Conſequences that ma 
in Tune follow the Continuance of it. go 
the rather, becauſe one Condition of this Ad- 
dition to the Governor's Salary is, that it be 
« ſettled on Him and bis Sueteſſors in the Govern- 
<. ment,” fo: that (if once confirmed in England) 
it will remain a Charge upon them as long 
us the Colony ſtands, whether it be Peace or 
War, whether the Hands flouriſh or not; or, 
if that cannot be done, that at leaſt it be 2 
2 tlel on Himſelf during the whole © Time of his 
Governmeni, an And notwithſtand- 
wing the laſt Proviſo, 'that is be done by the firſt 
«Aſſembly in eath and. after the Governor's Ar- 
rival, poſſibly as that might have been ſup- 
65 poſed to be freer from Impreſſion than a fu- 
ture one, yet a fitter Seaſon could not have 
been thought of for realizing Matters; for 
then both Parties (that is, the Party that 
was, and the Party that was not, in favour 
vith his Predeceſſor) are alike ambitious of 


© recommending themſelves to the new Gover- 


nor. Some Places of Profit in each Iſland, 
ſuch as the Treaſury, the Chief. Judgeſhip Ps 
Sec. are at the Governor's Diſpoſal; all De- 
* e — Provoſt-Marſhal, —9 
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muſt be approved by him; and tho” the Poſts 
of Captain, Colonel, Aid de Camp, Brigadier, 
Sc. are expenfive to thoſe that hold them, 


and of no great Account, yet ſome, rather 


than go without them, will yield (as it is ſaid) 


to things that are not for the Good of | thoſe 
they repreſent ; of which the Free-holders of 


Nevis are fo ſuſpicious, that it is become almoſt 


a ſtanding Rule there, Never to chaſe a Militia- 
Officer into their Aſſembly ;, nay, they have gone 


of late into a ſtranger Extreme, and give nothing 
to any Governor except ſuitable Entertainment 


while he refides among them. The People of 


St Chriſtopher's have long been pretty liberal, 
becauſe their Pretenſions to the French Grounds 
made it their Intereſt ro gain the Governor's 
Friendſhip. The other Iſlands are as much 
commended for their Exemplarineſs at ' firſt, 
as they are cenſur'd for ſoon repenting of it. 
And I am convinc'd it might be prov'd, that 
all the Quarrels ſince General Codrington's 
Time, between the Governors and any of 
theſe Iſlands (and ſome of them have been fo- 
mented to a height I ſhall not name, as wiſh- 
ing ſuch Doings could be eternally forgotten) 
were originally, if not wholly, owing to the 
Demands of this kind made by the Governors, 


and to the Stiffneſs. of the People in denying 


them, or their Unſteddineſs in departing, 
upon After. Incidents, from their firſt inconſi- 
derate Engagements. And as to the Gover- 


nors themſelves, beſides their having to do 
with Four Councils, and as many Aſſemblies 


in different Iſlands, ſome of them at the Di- 
ſtance of twenty Leagues, and each indepen- 
dent on the reſt, except when they meet in a 
General Council and Aſſembly, which is not 


in many Years ; beſides this, I ſay, one that 


has 
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# has not ſeen it would hardly believe what a 
Check the Fear of being diſappointed in this 
Addition to their Salary lays upon them, and 
what a deal of Gratitude is ever after expected 
for contributing to remove it; how that Fear 
fſubjects them, white it laſts, to the Caprices of 
ſome very worthleſs Perſons, hampers. them in 
the moſt indifferent Matters, and reſtrains them 
| © both then and afterwards (as is conjectur'd by 
| «ſome, for I will not affirm it for certain) from 
|= <. preſſing others that ought to be prelſs'd on the 
{ People, in relation both to their Civil and o- 
| 


ther Concerns, or from doing it to the Pur- 
« poſe. To which I may add, the Hazards 
- © theſe Gentlemen run, if on a final Denial they 
4 ſhould ſeek to make Repriſals; which yet 
* they ſeem to be under a ſort of Neceſſity of 
doing; for of the few that have return'd from 
hence to their Native Country for the laſt fifty 
| c or ſixty Years, not one (I think) has been 
| taken farther-notice of, or. rewarded there, It 
| cannot ſure but be bad both for thoſe that go- 
| | <- vern, and thoſe that are govern'd, when their 
| c Intereſts become inconſiſtent. The 41 per Cent. 
| 
| 
| 


„ out of which the Governor's Salary is paid in 

England, is indeed very ſhort in ſome dry Wea- 

«ther Years;, but-it is a thouſand Pities a Go- 
; s,-yernment of the Dignity, Difficulty, and Im- 
| <.. portance this is, ſhould not be provided with 
{| da bettet Salary, which, with the ſtated and cu- 
s ſtomary\|Fees- and Perquilites, might make it 
worth a Gentleman's Acceptance, without obli- 
1 2 ging him to Methods that always prove (as he 
if Cannot but ſee) an unſufferable Burthen to 
4 the People, and by conſequence grating to any 
| Man of Honour. But enougb, perhaps too 
much, of this. i 
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AND now, ſuppoſing what has been ſaid 
« of the Planters, and their Plantations in the 
© L.-ward Tands, to be true (and if I have ert'd 
© in any thing of Moment, the Preſs is open) 
may we not preſume to conclude, that the 
Commiſſioners have miſtaken the Value of the 
© French Lands in'St Chriſtopher's? And if to this 
it is added, that the Engiih Part of that Iſland 
was retaken from the French (who had made 
© thernſelves Maſters of the whole before the 
© War was declar'd at the Revolution) and re- 
© ſettled in the Year 1690, and afterwards pil - 
© lag'd and burnt in the laſt War in 1704, and 
© the French Part of it begun to be new-ſettled” 
out of Woods no longer ago than about the 
Vear 1714, and that chiefly on the Stock and 
Subſtance of others, may we not alſo too juſt- 
ly conclude, that the preſent Inhabitants are 
in no Capacity to pay for the Purchaſe of theſe 
n | 
[HERE I thought to have had done with 
the Leward Iſlands, but my Friend the Author 
defires me, for the ſake of his belov'd & Chri- 
ſtopher's, to take in the following Particulars:] 
2. ANOTHER thing that has doubtleſs 
rais'd the Opinion at Home of the Value of 
theſe Lands is the Security the Poſſeſſors 
© are ſaid to have now of enjoying their Purchaſes, 
becauſe Care has been taken to fortify St Chri- 
« ftopher's againſt all Impreſſions an Enemy can 
pretend to make upon it. Duration and Security 
cannot bur add greatly to the Worth of any 
thing, and above all to an Eſtate in that Ifland, 
where the French (as all the World knows) 
made ſuch Havock in 1705. That their Secu- 
rity is the ſame ſtill, however aggrandiz'd in 
England, is notorious here, and ſince their 
| back 
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© back Friends have render'd it neceſſary, I will 
6, 73 to make a Stranger judge what it is. 

WE value neither Dutch nor Spaniard; the 
, Power that can moſt affect & Chriſtopher's, or 
« the Leward Iſlands, is the French; who having 
long been Owners of the Half of St Chriſtopher's, 
and once Maſters of the Whole, make no 
Scruple to confeſs, that their King's Ceſſion 
« hath not cur'd their longing after it; and there 
< 15 no doubt but the Inhabitants of Martinico (a 
c powerful, rich and populous Iſland), ſome of. 

< 'whom were born in &, Chriſtopher's, and had 

good Eſtates there, will procure the Aſſiſtance 
c of their Mother Nation, if needful, to att empt 
« it in Caſe of a Rupture, if only for Revenge. 
« But St Cbriſtopber's, notwithſtanding the. Forts 
and Batteries on the Leward-Side (tor there is 
not one to Windward from Smith's Fort near. 
_ Baſterre-Road to Point. Sable, which is above 
« three Fourths of the whole Shore) lies ſo open, 
that an Enemy may, find fifty Places to land 


on it without Danger from the Inhabitants, 


« as every one knows that has coaſted the Illand. 
« And if an Enemy once gets on Shore, to the 


Number of 8, 10, or 1200 Men, with their 


© Arms, it will not be ſaid that the Inhabitants, 
can make an equal Number, in one Body to 
« oppoſe them. The Signals of an Enemy's Ap- 
proach are no ſooner. given, but while ſome 
repair to their reſpective Poſts, the major Part 
(maugre all our Militia- Laws) run ſome one 
Way, ſome another, as private Intereſt or In- 
clination prompts them, till at length all meet, 
if not intercepted, at the general Rendezvous 
on Brimſtone-Hill; and till then it is rare to 
find 190 or 200 together to face an Enemy. 
„And the Bulk of them being got ſafe to the 
5 Hill, if their Enemy can but keep them 
6 there, 
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there, and avoid coming to an Engagement, 
his Buſineſs is more than half done; he has on- 
ly to ſend out Parties to catch or kill the Live- 
Stock, to ſcour out the Negroes, and to pick 
up what things are portable, ſuch as Coppers, 
Mill-Work, Stills, Merchandize, and Furni- 
ture of worth, and to clap them on board his 
Ships in the Road as faſt as brought in, and 


then to ſet Fire (a Paſtime People of all Na- 
tions in theſe Parts take great delight in) to 


the Canes and Buildings, Churches and reli- 
gious Houſes not excepted. And now ſhould 
his Stores on board, with what he can gather 
aſhore, be ſufficient to hold out for ——— 
Weeks, it is obvious that the Inhabitants, 
Men, Women and Children (being in a man- 
ner confin'd to their Fortifications, or hardly. 
daring to venture out of the reach of their. 
own Guns, and having nothing to ſubliſt on 
but the Fund of Proviſions laid in there be- 
forehand, and what they can ſeize on in their, 
Night-Excurſions, which cannot be much) 
muſt ſoon be reduc'd to Straits; and as any. 
kind of ſhort Allowance will firſt affect the 


Slaves, we may be ſure they will readily go 


where there is better Entertainment: And we 
may be ſure too, that the Deſire of Change 
governs among them as well as others, and 
perhaps with better Cauſe ;. for tho* by the 
Conditions of Sale (of which themſelves are 


not ignorant) their Slavery, and their Off- 


ſprings, is not to determine but wich Death, 
or the Pleaſure of the Purchaſer, yet I doubt 
not but an honeſt Caſuiſt would find it many 
times, if not always, faulty in the Foundation 
but whatever may be in that, ſo vehement in 
Fact is their Propenſity to Change, that the 
moſt ſenſible amongſt them, and ſuch as 1 

2 « beſt, 
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© beſt; and knew they had nothing ro hope for 
but a little Reſpite till their new Maſters could 
© ſet- them to Work, were the very firſt that 
went in (with all chey could entice) to the 
French at the laſt indafions of St Cbriſtopber's, 
© Nevis, and Mom ſerat. And Negroe-Slaves 
will do the fame again, where you cannot 
prevent it by any ſure or ſuperfor Force, as is 
© the Caſe in Sr Chriſtopher's ; you cannot impri- 
ſon or hem in 10 or 12,000 Negroes in ſuch a 
Spot; they muſt have Liberty to walk the 
a ill, and range the Mountains in queft of 
£1 Food z and as ſure as they are Slaves, and 
*have that Liberty, fo ſure you may be they 
© will deſert to your Enemy. And the Enemy 
© having got the Bulk of them, wwhich is ibe thin 
be chiefly came for; he never concerns himſel 
* with the Hill, but makes the beſt of his Way 
home, leaving the Inhabitants to come down 
© from their Inland Fortification, and to go to 
© the Place where their Habitations ſtood ; where 
< all being deſtroy'd but their Land, they may 
© re-furniſh it with Stock and Buildings, and live 
© ſecurely till the Enemy ſhall think it worth 
© while to vifit them again. 
II may not be amiſs to take notice hefe, 
that ſuch a Difaſter is more fatal ro Sugar- 
© Planters, than the like could be to others any 
* where; for theit Slaves and Stock being once 
© gone, and no means appearing to re- ſettle 
«ice Land, and few of them being brought 
« up to other Buſinefs, liberal or mechanick, 
they muſt go I know not where, and dol know 
© not what. I need not fay how bad it muſt be 
< with the Gentlemen in England who have E- 


© ſtates in the Colonies, and may be living there 


in Confidence of their Plantation- Produce at 


a the rate of ſo many hundreds a Year, if they 
cannot 
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« cannot raiſe Money to re- ſtock their Lands, 
The other · Nation too muſt ſuffer, unleſs 
ſhe thinks fit to repair the Diſtreſſes ſhe knew 
© not' how to prevent, as was in ſome Meaſure 
found neceſſary ſoon after St Chriſtopher's and 
Nevis were ravag'd by the French in 1705, both 
£ which would otherwiſe have been near quite 
© deſerted. SP 2 
© NOT but that an Inland Fortification is of 
< vaſt Advantage to ſuch an Iſland as St Chri- 
« ſtopher's. Here the Publick Records, the 
Merchants Books, the Plate and Jewels, and 
other things of Value are preſerv'd; here is a 
ſafe Retreat for the Women and Children, 
and ſuch of the Slaves as are willing to make 
uſe of it; here the Men too, if hard put to 
it, may ſave themſelves from all the Power of 
France can do, while their Proviſions laſt; and 
above all, the Iſland is hereby ſecured to the 
Crown, And all this that. Fortification did 
in the Year 1705, and more it cannot do now 
with all the new Buildings that have of late 
been heap'd upon it at no ſmall Expence. 
One Article of which was 4090/. of the Iſland - 
Money, and the Work of 100 Slaves every 
Day for above three Years together, at 15. 
Sterling, or 15. 6 d. of our Money per diem, 
about 70001. more of the later, beſides 10000. 
by way of Preſent. to the Engineer for his 
Cunning, 500/. for ſome Pretenſions he had 
to part of the Hill where the Fort ſtands, and 
' 3001. per Annum ſettled on him by an Act of 
the Iſland in 1724, to continue during the 
whole Time of his Reſidence there. But the 
Colony is not more ſecure, nor the Lands 
more valuable than before, but rather, in my 
Opinion, ſomewhat worſe; for who knows 
but the Noiſe this Security makes in England, 
. n may 
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may make them ſecure of it there too? Some- 
thing like this befel Nevis, the next Iſland in 


1705, when it was no Secret in England, that 
a Fleet was fitting out in France to invade it, 


their Lieutenant. Governor, Mr Jobnſon, a 


Captain or Major in Whetham's ace, 
having ſent Advice home, that he had ſo 


fortify'd that Iſland all along the Bays, that 


it was impracticable for an Enemy to land up- 
on it, they made the leſs Diſpatch (as it is 
ſaid) in ordering the Squadron to the W:jt- 
Indies under Capt. Ker, which had it arriv'd 
ſome Months ſooner, might have done much 


to defeat the French Projects on St Chriſtopher's 


and Nevis. The Thing was this: Johnſon, 
tho? he could neither Write nor Read, did 
however prevail on the Inhabitants of Nevis 


to build at the Expence of ſeveral] thouſands 


of their Money, I know not how many regu- 
lar and durable Ramparts, Baſtions, &c. alon 

their Leward Shore; whence that People really 
thought their Iſland impregnable, never ſuſ- 
pecting till Monſ. d' Tbberville's Appearance, 
that their Hands (tho' they had two Compa- 


nies of Whetham's 4 I, were not ſuffi. 
cient ro Man their 


ortifications. But the 
French regarded none. of their Fortifications, 
bur only fell down before them with their 
great Ships by way of Amuſement, and left 
the ſmall Craft behind to land their Men on 
the other Side, which was done without Op- 
* Poſition on Good. Friday, and on Eaſter Morn- 
ing the Ifland was ſurrendered to them with 
little Loſs on either Part. *Tis true that 
Force (which conſiſted of 12 Men of War 
from 40 to 70 Guns, 14 from 10 to 24, 
and 40 ſmaller Veſſels or Sloops, with he- 
tween 3 and 4000 Land Forces and 500 
s Marines) 
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Marines) was enough to have taken any or 
all the Engliſo Leward Caribbee Iſlands ; and 


the People of Antego were ſo ſenſible of it 
(for we had Intelligence of them a Month 


before) that they made a handſome Offer to 
Major Jobnſon, who had the Reputation of a 
bold Solder, and who by being Lieutenant-Go- 
vernor of Nevis was, upon the Death of the 
General-Governor, juſt become Commander 
in Chief of all our Iſlands from the Leward 
of Guadalope to the Wind-ward of St John de 
Porto-rico, if he would come up, and under- 
take their Defence. And, to ſay Truth, 
theſe Iſlands are ſcarce worth maintaining in 
Time of War; could we but find Means to 

et Porto-rico from the Spamards in a fair 
and friendly Way (for the Coſt of Blood and 
Treaſure, were we to do it in open War, would. 


be too great) it would be of more Importance 


to our Crown than twice the Number of them, 
and richly worth our while to leave them all 
to ſettle it. Poſſibly the French might make 
a bad of uſe them; tho' we need not fear them 
ſo much as the Dutch; for the French avoid 
what they can, the having far diſtant Settle-. 


ments, and quitted Santa Cruz, and ſome o- 


ther Places, and yielded up their Share of 
St Chriſtopher's, to draw their People the 
cloſer, and to promote and ſecure their Sugar 
Settlements of Martinico and Hiſpaniola, by 


which Method, and the Encouragements given 


by their laſt King, and the late Regent, the 
latter is immenſely improved ; but the Dutch 


(whoſe Power on the Guinea Coalt is like to 


know no Bounds but what their own Con- 


veniency ſhall ſet to it) having no Sugar Co- 
lonies of Value in theſe Parts except Surinam, 
are now lying perdue, and would — 

take 
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take poſſeſſion of them, and prove very ſoon 
« ſuch Neighbours both to the French and us, 
that it is as much the Buſineſs of France t 
1 reyent it as ours; and could that be Ache, 
t would be for our Benefit to get rid of 
them. For they are all but thinly peopled, 
and never can (by Reaſon of the Compaſs 
* 'of each, their Diſtance one from another, 
© and ſome other Impediments as well natural 
© as adventitious) be ſo peopled as is neceſ- 
< ſary to their Defence. Nor is it poſſible al- 
< ways, to gain ſuch timely Notice at Home 
of an Enetny* s Defigns here, as to have a fuf- 
< ficient Force at hand (admitting it would quit 
< coſt). to protect them. And it may ſo hap- 
pen that our naval Force, after the beſt Care 
© and Precaution taken at Home, ſhall prove of 
< no Service: As in the Year 1712, when there 
C was not fewer than ten of our Men of War 
©" on this and the Barbadoes Station (viz. 4 
Fourth, as many Fifth, and 2 Sixth Rates) 
<1 French Man of War of 70 Guns, and a- 
- nother of 44, with 2 or 3 Merchant Men 
© they had picked up at Marlinico, and about 
. 16 {mall Craft, invaded the Illand of Mont/erar, 
* continued ſacking it above a Week, and 
< then went off unqueſtioned to Guadalape,” un- 
- der the Noſe, as it were, of our Naval Force; ; 
© when all of them, e ein c great Ju 15 
© were ſo cumbered with Mill-Work, 
« Coppers, Houſhold- Furniture, Merchandiſe 
Negroes, Hotſes, Mules, and gther Plunder, 
that lefs than one half of ours might have taken 
he 8 every one of them. And tho? 
ewe were 1 e1dom without two or three Shi 
© to cruize among our (Leward) Ilan, and UP 
protect the Commerce during. the laſt 
yet the French Ptivateers' not. only infeſted 
2 92 
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us aſhore, but would ſometimes take almoſt all 
both our Out- ward and Home-ward bound, ex- 
© cept the Briſtol Galleys; and a ſingle Privateet᷑ 
© would now and then land in the Night, and 
plunder a Plantation or two before the Neigh- 
© bourhood could take the Alarm, efpecially at 
© 8; Chriſtopher's. <— *Tis certain no Enemy can 
© ever prove ſo regardleſs of his Errand, as to 
leave that (if once on Shore) to bombard Brim- 
* tone-Hill, with which he has nothing to do. 
BU admit this Security were never ſo firm 
© and laſting, and the Lands twenty times better 
« than before on that Account, what then ? 
To whom is &: Chriſtopher's indebted for ren- 
dering her inland Fortification impregnable ? 
Were the new Works built at the Crown or 
Nation's Expence? Was any part of the 43 per 
© Cent. (which was granted to King Charles II. 
and his Succeſſors, among other things, as is 
ſet forth in the Barbadoes- AF, for the Repa- 
© ration of the 'Forts) laid ont on theſe additional 
© Buildings? Have not the Inhabitants been at 
the whole Charge, a few great Guns, and a 
© trifle of Ammunition excepted? And muſt 
© the Price of the Lands (which is 10 be applied to 
* the uſe of the Public purſuant to an Addreſs of 
« the Houſe of Commons) be enhanced to them, 
© becauſe of a Security that is mtirely of their 
own making? Suppoſe my Neighbour lends 
me, for Example, his Coach for ſome time, 
and that I while uſing it do ſo repair the Ways 
in which I commonly travel, chat the Coach 
© will certainly laſt longer than it could had not 
the Ways been ſo repaired : Suppoſe too, 
* that before he was able to lend me the Coach, 
or could fo much as call the Coach his own, I 
© had voluntarily ventured my Life in reco- 
vering it from an Enemy who kept it _ 

£ him 
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him, and defended it for ſome tiime after with 
a my Life and Fortune againſt the Arms of the 
< the ſame. Enemy; and that in conſequence of 
ſome Hopes given me of the Continuance of 
«my Neighbour's Kindneſs, as well as of ſome 

1 confiderable annual Profits he gains by me, I 
< have hired, a Coachman for Life who is fit for 
no other Buſineſs in the World, and bought 
half a Dozen good Horſes, a new Harneſs, 
< Wheels, and other Furniture, which will in 
a manner be all loſt to me. unleſs I can hold 
5 the Coach too: Suppoſe after this my Neigh- 
« bour's Occaſions diſpoſe him to ſell the Coach, 
and my Neceſlities compel me to buy it, and 
. that I cannot provide myſelf with ſuch a 

Coach, or with any Coach at all, any where 
« elſe. Were my Neighbour to take Advan- 
tage of my unhappy Situation, and becauſe 
the Coach muſt laſt longer now that I had 
c repaired the Ways, raiſe the Price above what 
© it would have fold for in the ſame Country 
© had, the. Ways remained as before, what 
* would you call this? I am aware the Com- 


«pariſon might be carried on; but I ſhall on- 


« ly fay, if the Perſon who dealt ſo by me were 
my Parent, from whom I might expect all 
© the Favour and Encouragement that Honour, 
Affection, and mutual Intereſt can inſpire, I 
believe one could hardly help thinking (and 
© the rather if I lived far out of his Sight, and 
c could not eaſily come to ſpeak with him) that 
© ſome ill Offices. had been done me, or the 
© Caſe wrong repreſented to him by ſuch as 
. * cared for neither, but had Ends to ſerve upon 

us both. 1 18 
© I have ſaid the more of this inland Secu- 
* rity, becauſe I hear it is much urged in Eng- 
5 to juſtify the. arbitrary Price the Com- 
miſſioners 
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miſſioners have ſet upon the Erencb Lands; 


whereas it is nothing but mere Deceit, calcu- 
lated to impoſe on ſuch as want Opportunities 
of knowing the Truth: S! Chriſtopher's is, in 
fact, neither better nor worſe, in point of Se- 
curity, than it was above twenty Years ago. 
3. THE Reaſon aſſigned for contriving 
and carrying on the Sale with ſuch Secrecy 
and Diſpatch, as to put it out of the power 
of the Poſſeſſors, and of other Claimers, to 
put in their ſeveral Claims, is not ſo good 
as ſuch a manner of Proceeding ſeems to re- 
quire. The greateſt Men alive ought not to 
preclude a thing of this Nature when there 
is a good Cauſe for it; and that is not to be 
be known unleſs the Perſons whom it affects 
have Opportunities allowed them to preſent 
their Reaſons, Nor 1s it eaſy conceive how 
it elcaped Obſervation, when the Crown was 
going to diſpoſe of the conquered Part of S: 
Chriſtopber's, that ſome (at leaſt) of the Settlers 
in theſe Parts might have Claims to put in, 
as indeed thereare not a few who cannot but be 
thought, were their Reaſons to be weighed, 
to deferve Favour at ſuch a Time. 
As for Example; Is it not fit that ſuch as 
ventured their Lives in retaking that whole 
Illand from the French in July 1690 (and there 
went on that Expedition 400 Volunteers from 
Antego, 300 from Montſerat, and 600 from 
Nevis, beſides the Troops from England and 
and Barbadoes) or their Children, or other 
Heirs, and eſpecially that the Children or o- 
ther Heirs, of ſuch as loſt their Lives in re- 
taking it, ſhould be conſider'd ? 
IS it not unreaſonable that ſuch as ventur'd 
their Lives in conquering the French Part of 
it in 1702, ſhould be regarded? for tho? the 
* thing 
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thing was effected without Blood-ſhed by the 


Conduct and ſuperior Skill of General Codring- 
ton (who gain'd as much then in way of Treaty 
over the French, as the French are ſaid to gain 


elſewhere over others in their Treaties); yet the 


People of $: Chriſtopher's with ſeveral Compa- 
nies of Volunteers from Nevis, were all in the 
Field in Arms, ready to have cut the French 
to Pieces. Mut all theſe be debarr'd from 
offering their Claims, for fear of diſturbing 
great Men? Will this encourage them again 
to leave the Buſineſs of their Plantations, and 
go a Volunteering at their own Expence for 


the Benefit of the Publick, without any other 


Proſpect to themſelves but the Riſque of loſing 
their Lives? 


AND, to paſs over others, were not many 


of the preſent Inhabitants of St Chriſtopher's 
haraſs'd all the laſt War with France by con- 
ſtant Watching, Patrols, or riding the Rounds, 
when (the Place being thinner of People than 
at preſent) that hard and hazardous Duty re- 
turn'd on every Man that was fit for Arms 
every fifth or ſixth Night, for ten long Years 
together? And ought not ſuch to be conſi- 
der'd? 

* DID the Gentlemen that ſollicited the Com- 
miſſion never hear that theſe things were ſo? 
[IF it be faid, as I believe it will, that the 


Inhabitants made frequent and preſſing Sollici- 
tations at home to be permitted to purchaſe the 
French Lands for Money; let them who ſay ſo 
look back on their Proofs, and it will appear 
that the true Sollicitors were manifeſtly ſuch as 
hop'd, by their Informations to the Government, 
to have been employ'd in the Sale, or gther Diſ- 
poſition of them, and to have made a Penny, or 


to have got the beſt Plantations to themſelves. 


Take 
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Take theſe deſigning Men from among the In- 
habitants, and it will not be found that they 
preſs'd any ſuch thing; tho” it muſt be confeſ?'d, 
if they had done it in a due Manner, and fair] 

repreſented the Hardſhips the Ifland lay under 
for want of a more orderly Diſpoſition of the con- 
quer'd Lands, they would have done well. The 
Poſſeſſors had reaſon to deſire to know how lon 

they might hope to hold the Lands they poſſeſ- 
ſed, in order to manage Matters to their own 
and the Publick's beſt Advantage; Conteſts did 
oft ariſe among themſelves concerning their 
Bounds, Priority of Grants, or Patents, and the 
like, which were not to be ſettled without a Trial 
at Common Law, or before the Governor in his 
Court of Chancery ; their Grants and Patents 
were commonly to be renew'd on every new 
Governor's Arrival, and as all of them were'to 
continue during the King's Pleaſure only, the King's 
Pleaſure and the Governor's could not but be 
always deem'd the ſame, how contrary ſoever in 
Reality : For Inſtance ; poſſibly the King's Plea- 


» ſure, could it have been known, was, that the 


Lands ſhould deſcend upon the Death of the 
Grantee to his Heirs, when at the ſame time it 
might be the Governor's Pleaſure to beſtow them 
on ſome Favourite. And to crown all, after the 
laſt Conqueſt of the French Lands, the Gover- 
nors took ſuch large Tracts of the beſt of them 
to themſelves, that, had their Succeſſors been to 
go on at the ſame rate, the whole muſt at length 
have fallen to the Share of theſe Gentleman and 
their Heirs; the Conſequences of which being 
plainly inſufferable, had the Inhabitants, merely 
to prevent them, preſs'd for a Regulation of the 
Lands, the publick as well as their private In- 
tereſt would have thereby been advanced. But 
that could be no Reaſon, and ought not to 
nee L 2 ha ve 
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ts) been made a Handle for ſuch a Sale as 

IS. | 
6 11 a is true not one of the three Commwil. 
c ſionets, nor any that are like to find their Ac- 
count in this Sale, underwent any of thoſe 
6 Hardſhips or run the leaſt Riſque either in con- 
c querng. or defending that Iſland, and there- 
fore might not be fo ſenſible where the Merit 

th 

2 BUT ſure no Man MY: imagine that ſuch 

+ a Place as & Chriſtopher's was taken out of 

the Hands of the French, and defended from 

them during two long Wars, without People 
to take and defend it. 


NOR could it be ſuppoſed chat all thoſe 
brave People were dead before laſt Vear, or 
that none of them that were dead had left 
Children or other Heirs upon the Place, or 
c near it. 
'* AND it muſt be no leſs abſurd to ſuggeſt, 
® that the worthy Perſons intruſted with the Di- 4 
** re&tion of this Affair could have deem'd it 1 
5 righteous (had they been duly inform'd when | 
the Model of the Sale was made) that ſo ma- 4 
« ny of His Majeſty's loyal and deſerving Sub- | 
jects ſhould be ſhut out from the Favour of 
4 |< heard,, which the Laws allow to Gum 
« minals. mel 
BUT to leave the ſalving of Appearances 
< to thoſe whom it concerns; ?tis certain the 
< whole was kept ſo cloſe from the proper Clai- 
mers, as well as from their Friends and 
Factors in London, that all they knew of it 
before the Commiſſioners broach'd the Secret, 
in their Publications at St Cbriſtopber's in Au- 
2. 1726, was from a Report that had been 
ing thro? theſe Iſlands for a Month or two 
6 «(nh few regarded till the Commiſſion was 
* | © brought 


— 
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brought over in July). that ide French Lands 


were 10 be ſold. | 

AND it is certain too, that the Commit. 
ſioners declar'd over and over again (and in- 
deed the Commiſſion requires them to ſell the 
Land to the bet Advantage, and, if they think 
fit, to the Highest Bidder) that they were ſo 
tied up by their Inſtructions. as not to know any 
Man on this Ocraſion — — 

* THIS, Manner of ordering things at the 
Diſtance of ſo many thouſand Miles from the 
Fountain-Head, which puts it out of the 
Power of thoſe concern'd to make their Caſe 
known before the Thing they have a Claim 
to ſhall be diſpos'd of otherwiſe, cannot but 
appear ſomething hard. Two or three per- 
haps in ſuch an Iſland as &, Chriſtopher's, may 
find means of bringing their Claims to be heard 
afterwards at Home; but the generality of 
< the Sufferers cannot do ſo, nor would it be 
diſcreet in them to attempt it. If a Planter 
goes to England for Redreſs, the only Perſon 
he can apply to is his Factor in London, whoſe 
Knowledge probably reaches not heyond the 
© Weſt-India Walk on the Royal- Exchange, Bear- 
Key, and Lloyd's Coffee-Houſe in Lombard- 
Street. What i is to be done farther, I pretend 
< not to know. But grant he gets over all, and 
<. returns Triumphant with an Order from Home 
to have Juſtice done him on Sigbt; the great 
Man it is directed to may be gone off, or dead; 
his Succeſſor knows nothing of the Matter, but 
© will make: ſpeedy Enquiry, and write to England 
<. about it by the very firfl Ship 3. a Flaw may be 
found in ho Order, or it may be ſuppreſs'd, 
and if he has not arm'd himſelf with a Dupli - 
* cate, quite Joſt ; and a Man in Poſt here will 
6 ind more Ways of evading what he has no 
| « * wid 
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© mind ſhould be done, than one of equal Ma- 


« lignity and more Art can find nearer Home. 
For my own Part, ſuch is my Horrour of the 
« Courſe of Penance ſaid to be neceſſary to gain 
* Reparation, and ſo deluſory have I known it 
prove to ſome who thought they had gain'd it, 
that it has ever been my Advice to my Friends, 
as well as my own Practice in theſe Parts, to 
« it down with the firt Loſs. And it might be 
proved by an Induction of Particulars, that as 
the Employment of Agents is always expen- 
* five, ſo it ſeldom, very ſeldom, mends the 
Matte. 
© IT is much to be deſired, and the public 
Goods ſeems to demand, that Care were taken 
to prevent the Cauſes of theſe Applications, 
or at leaſt to leſſen their Number — 
NEIT HER are the Hardſhips and bad 
Effects of this Way of proceeding avoided in 
the preſent Caſe, becauſe the Sale is ſubject 
to the Allowance or Diſallowance of the Right 
© Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of the 


_ 
mn 


© Treaſury: For the - firſt five Years Purchaſe 
being already paid down, the Purchaſer will 
Sof courſe make the proper Improvements on 
© his Plantation in Canes, Buildings, and other- 
wiſe, which may reaſonably. be ſuppoſed to 
exceed the Ability of the Righteous Claimer 
© to purchaſe from him, were his Claim to the 
© Land to be allowed of afterwards, and the 
© other's Purchafe to be diſannulled at Home. 
„And even that is not to be expected, if we 


© may credit what theſe Gentlemen have of late 
© pablickly: declared, viz. That their laſt Let- 


© ters from England aſſure them, that their" 


© zobole Proceedings from the Beginning, evory Step” 
<| they" bave taken in this dale, nw been apprv- 
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4. As to what is added, that notwithſtand. 
ing the thriving Condition of the French- 
Ground Planters, no more than one Third of 
the Purchaſe- Money is demanded down, and 
no leſs than five Years granted for paying the 
Remainder on the moderate Terms of Ten 
© per Cent. per Ann, Intereſt, which the Produce 
of their Lands (for theſe Men will ſtill talk as 
if nothing was required to Sugar-making bur 
Land) will more than diſcharge within that 
Time; what is this but to crow over the poor 
© Inhabitants in their Calamity ? They that ſay 
* fo, and all that know any thing of St Chri- 
* ſtopher's, know, that the far greater Part of 
© the Purchaſers cannot pretend to pay down 
© the two Thirds at the end of the five Years; 
and fo, who can tell but the two Thirds may 
« reſt for fifteen, fifty, or five Hundred Years 
longer? Who would trouble himſelf about 
© the Principal, that was ſure of their moderate 
o 
c 
. 


* 


* 


Intereſt of Ten per Cent. per Annum for it? And 

the Penalty the Commiſſioners have inſerted 

in all the Contracts, is as good Security as the 
moſt jealous or griping Heart could wiſh for. 

What can all this mean but to make Slaves of 
© the Purchaſers, and their Poſterity, as long as 

St Chriſtopher's continues in Eng/iþ Hands? 

I HAVE at length done with the Leward 
Iſlands : If any thing that has been here ad vanc'd 
concerning them, or Barbadocs, ſhould be diſpu- 
ted, I ſhall, as ſoon as I can learn what it is, ei- 
ther do my beſt to clear it up, or make an open 
Acknowledgment of my Miſtakes, as well as of 
thoſe which my Friend, in whole Sentiments I 


am, may have committed; but if, upon Exa- 


mination, the ſame ſhall be found true, then ſeve- 
ral uſeful Corollaries may be drawn from thence, 
which I rather chuſe to leave to thoſe concern'd 
"1.4 (whether 
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(becher m Barkeders-and the Lead Handi, or 
in Great Britain) to draw for chemſelves, than 


take upon me to do it for them. 


| UL. I T remains to conſider the Query ſo 
ofien ut, and ſo much inſiſted on of late, viz. 
s not England, or her Sugar Handi, or 
both, N and ſetile more Sugar Colonies in the 
Weſt-Indies ?- Nay, rather than not make more 
Sugar Settlements ſomewhere, the Author of e 
Plan of the Engliſh Commerce, p. 333. would have 
vs do it on the Coaſt of Africa, where we have 
the Choice of the Country from the Gold Coaſt in 
the Latitude of 6, to ibs Cape de Verd, in Lat. 15. 
and might both purchaſe W ger: at from 
$05. to 50s. or at moſt 31. per Head, and alſo 
keep them from running - away with leſi Difficulty 
than ſome imagine; becauſe (lays he) if they oui 
run away, the neighbouring Negroes would but 
make Slaves of them again, and ſell them to the 
Ships. But fince we know both from the Nature 
of the Thing, i. e. of Slavery (which perhaps 
this Writer never had Occaſion to know) and 
from the eonſtant Behaviour of the Negro- 
Slaves in America, that the like Slaves will moſt 
certainly run from the Purchaſers, if there is 
the leaft Opening for them; and ſince (to ſay 
nothing 
his Propofal) he does not tell us which way it 
is poſſible for the firſt Purchaſers to reclaim 
their run-away Slaves from the neighbouring 
Negroes, or from the ſhipping to which the 
er Negroes would ſell them; we 
y be fure no European Nation that is not in- 
fatwared will ever venture on ſuch an Under- 
taking; which therefore, tho* I could not 
wholly paſs it over, merits no farther Conſide- 
ration here. 
THE 


of the other numberleſs Abſurdities of | 
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THE Author of the Remarks on the preſent 
State of the Britiſh Sugar Colonies conſidered (p. 3 l.) 
brings in Mr Gee's Opinion, who ſays, as he 
quotes him, at Page 45. of bis Book of the Trade 
and Navigation: of Great Britain conſidered; Out 
« Planters are fo far from being concerned at 
the Decay of our foreign. Trade, chat they 
have complained too many Sugars were made, 
and we may conclude will make what Intereſt 
© they can with their Governors and others, to 
prevent theit making and ſettling any new 
Plantations. If they can fupply enough for 
Home Conſumption at a great Price, it an- 
* fwers their Purpoſe —— The only Places we 
can think of where we may enlarge our Sugar 
Plantations are Tobago, to which (ſays the Au 
thor of the Remarks) I would add Santa Cruz, 
which is equal. 10 it at leaſt. The and ꝙ Barbas 


does (as he makes Mr Gee obferve there Tikes 
wiſe) is very much worn but, and does not afford 


the Quantity of; Sugars as beratofore y and Mr. Gee 
might have faid the fame of ſeveral Spots in all 
the Leward lands, and of ſome perhaps in alt 
Countries of the World which have been con- 
ſtantly manured for ſixty or a hundred Years 


together. But then it is. with theſe Spots here, 


as it is with others elſewhere; do but turn them, 
if you have Land enough befides to employ 
your Hands, into Paſture for ten or 'a dozen 
Years, and they will grow near as fertile as be- 
fore. This cannot be done in Barbadoes, where 
every Inch of the Land having been long la- 
boured to the Height, a great part of ir muſt 
of Neceſſity, or according to the Courſe of Na- 
ture every where elſe, be much impaired, and 
by conſequence cannot but put che Inhabitants 
to a great Rxpence to ſupport it, which they 
do to the utmoſt it is capable of, and for that 
1 M Purpoſe 


1829 
Purpoſe have now a vaſt Number of Slaves up- 
on it, more perhaps than they were obliged to 
keep. when it was richer, which with a conſtant 
yearly ſupply of about 3000 more from Africa 
to maintain the preſent Complement, do culti- 
vate the Soil as far as any Part of it can be culti- 
vated; inſomuch that Barbadoes is at a Ne plus 
ultra, and the very beſt improved Sugar Plan- 
tation for it's Bounds that is to be met with any 
where. But poſſibly Mr Gee does not know, 
that Antego wants about 20, ooo Negroes to ma- 
nure it, Mont ſerat 5000, Nevis near 6000, St 


Ghriftopber's above gooo, and Jamaica twice the 


the Number of Slaves that are now upon it, to- 
e with a proportionable Number of White 
nhabitants, and a ſufficient Strength of other 
Stock to employ thoſe Numbers if they had 
them; and which is more (I wiſh Mr Gee, or a- 
ny Body elſe, could tell us how to help it) not 
one of all theſe Iſlands is capable, and ſome of 
them never like, as things go, to be capable, 
of purchaſing the Hands and Stock they want ; 
and, which is more conſiderable ſtill, if all of 
them knew how to purchaſe and pay for all the 
Negroes, and all the Stock neceſſary to employ 
thoſe Negroes, and where to gain a ſufficient 
Number of White People in proportion to 
thoſe Slaves, and that Stock, not one of them 
could for many Years to come be improved (al- 
lowing for the extent of each) to the Height 
Barbadzes is at preſent, or that it was fifty or 
ſixty Years ago. It would therefore ſeem to 
deſerve Conſideration, whether before the Na- 
tion goes on new Settlements, it would not be 
more for her Eaſe and Benefit to ſettle thoſe 
thoroughly which ſhe. has already begun, and 
which with all the Countenance ſhe can give 

them, are not like to be brought to Perfection 
w N during 
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during the preſent Century; or, at leaſt, -whe- 
ther it will not be time enough to think of 
more. Sugar Settlements in the Meſt-Indies when 
theſe are better advanced, or begin, like Barba- 
does, to require more Expence to ſupport them 
than the Produce will bear. GJ 
FOR; any ching I know, Mr Gee may have 
lived long and lately on Barbadoes, or ſome o- 
ther of our Sugar Colonies, and travelled over 
Hiſpaninla and other French Settlements z- or he 
may. have correſponded with moſt of our own 
Sugar Colonies, as a Factor in England for the 
laſt; twenty or thirty Years : And altho', ſuppo- 
ſing either of theſe to be the Truth, he ſeems 
from the Quotation above-mentioned, to have 
made no great uſe of his Time and Opportunities; 
yet, as I am a Stranger to him, as well as to his 
Book, which I find often quoted as good Au- 
thority by the late Writers on Plantation Con- 
cerns, I am willing to believe he is a Perſon 
of Worth and judgment, and one that would 
by no means impoſe on thoſe in England, who 
know nothing of us but by Hear- ſay. But the 
other Writers who pretend now to dictate to 
our Mother Nation in our Affairs, are no o- 
ther than Men who have been formerly Maſters 
of Sugar Veſſels, or intruſted by Merchants at 
home with Cargoes to ſell in the Weſt-Indies, 
one Year at one Iſland, the next at another, 
and ſo on for ſome-Years, or at the ſame Place 
for ſeveral Vears, or elſe ſuch as have got their 
Intelligence from them. And of theſe it may 
be truly ſaid, that-the firſt are wholly employs 
ed whilſt here in procuring a Loading for their 
durn. which is often not to be done but with 

uch Difficulty and cloſe Attendance, and 
when that is over (which is the Buſineſs they came 
for) they trouble their Heads no farther,.. unleſs 
Fart M 2 it 
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it be to know where to load again next Fear; 
and the Sufercargoes, or Traders, are as much 
taken up in ſelling their Goods and making 
Returns, and when that is done they either go 
home directly with the Produce, or, if more 
Cargoes are ſent, or likely to be ſent, to them 
from Great | Britain, they move on- in the 
ſame Round of ſelling and receiving as long as 
their Employers” think fit to continue them in 
it; but neither fort ſhew any Fondneſs or In- 
clination, and few or none of either have the 
Skill or Capacity to look into the Situation of 
Affairs in the Colonies where they for ſome time 
reſide, much leſs to find out what will render 
them mare valuable to the Inhabitants, to their 
Neighbours, or to their Mother Nation. If they 
can but make a Gain of us at any Rate, it an- 
ſwers their Purpoſe. And when they ſucceed in 
that; or are otherwiſe diverted from purſuing 
the fame Tract of Buſineſs, they ſeldom fail 
on their Return home, like other Travellers, to 
cell; ſtrange Stories of the Countries where the 
have been, which are too often implicitly — 
ceived by thoſe who know not how fey em- 

their Time here; and when one of theſe, 
more aſſuming than the reſt, has a mind to be 
taken notice of by Perſons above the Vulgar, or 
to pick a Penny out of them, he gets ſome Hack- 
ney- Author to lick his F abies into form (which 
ſcarce one in many hundreds of themſel ves; 
as may be perceived by ſiſting them a little, car 
do) and then preſents them to the World as new 
and rare Diſcoveries.” Such a One I ſuſpect him 
to be, Who has given us his Remarks on The pre- * 
ſent State of the Britiſh Sugar Colonies conſidereds = 
He affirms, (p. 5.) that Barbadoes, all the Le- 
ward Iſlands, and Jamaica, produce all the Sugar, 
"nw and — which they can produce: This 
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may be the Truth o of Barbados, but Jamaica, if 
fully ſettled, would ( as he, might have learn'd froth 
Whod's Survey of Trade, P. 173.) produce three 
times the Guan) of Sugar, and by conſequence 
of Rum and Molaſſes, it has hitherty done. His 
Argument with reſpect to rhe Leward Iſlands 
and Jamaica, when reduced (as he ſpeaks) in Or. 
der, is juſt as good as if he had id, Anlego 
le. g.) produces all the Sugar, Rum, and Mo- 
* Jafles it can with about 23,000 Negroes, and 
if there is Land enough there ummanured, 
not ſufficiently manured, it could not but pro 
duce more of each with 45,000 Negroes, and 
other Materials and Stock equivalent. How: 
ever, ſince we take off all the Sugar, Rum, and 
Molaſſes Antego now produces, and want more 
which I Know where to get cheaper than there, 
viz, at Martinico, Guadalope, Hiſpaniola, Suri. 
nam, &c. it is therefore plainly for the Benefit 
of England to fend to theſe foreign Settlements, 
nay to Braſil ton, and take off, if ſhe could, 
all the Sugar, Rum, and Molaffes all of them 
make ; and, by ſupplying the foreign Colonies 
with Neceſſarles, enable them to make more 
of theſe Commodities, and cheaper till, ra- 
ther than encourage and enable Antego, and 
her other Colonies of Jamaica and the Lewar, 
Hands, to make all the Sugar, Rum, an 
Molaſſes ſhe wants (and at à cheaper Rate 
in Time than the foreign Colomes can) whe- 
ther for her own Uſe or for Exportation.* 
This, I confeſs, is the Intereſt of the French 
and Dutch, and of ſome Huckſters in our nor- 
thern Colonies'; but the Intereſt of England lies 
another Way, which is, 
1. T O enable her own Colonies to under-fell 
the foreign Colonies in all thoſe JET ES 
an 


£86] 
and if that cannot be done after i improving them 
to the Height, 
2. T O ſettle more of the like Colonies') ; and 
if all theſe will not ſerve her Occaſions, then 
3. Laſtly, (which this Writer would have 
* in the firſt Place) to put the foreign Colo- 
nies in a Condition to ſupply the Deficiencies of 
her own, and to trafick with them for their 
whole Produce. Again; what manifeſt Abſur- 
dities does he advance (p. 11, 12.) concerning 
the French being ſupplied with Lumber from the 
Bay of Apalarby, and with Cattle from the Coaſt 


5 Coro? And not knowing, or not conſidering, 


the conſtant Fluctuations in Trade, which are 
perhaps more ſudden and ſignal here than any 
where elſe, how does he (59. 16, 17) palm upon 
thoſe who cannot confute him, the State of things 
from the Lear 1713 to 1716, when J ſuppoſe 
this Trader was in theſe Parts, as their preſent 
State Anno 17317 And what Ignorance (real or 
affected, makes no great difference) does he diſ- 
cover, when he ſay $ (S. 28.) that the clear Pro- 
fits of the Sugar = of in Barbadoes in the Year 1730 
only,. comes to 360, 306 l. 18,5. Was a Stranger, 
who had trayell'd for ſome Months or Years o- 
ver. England, .to publiſh an Account of the Soil, 
Trade, Manufactures, Buildings, Curioſities, 
reſts, Sc. of her ſeveral Counties, *tis like 
e would entertain us with many pleaſant and 
pompous Deſcriptions of Cities, Towns, Monu- 
ments, Sc. and the Inhabitants could hardly miſs 
of finding ſome pretty Stories in it of themſe] ves 
and their Affairs, which they never heard be- 
fore; but ſure a Reader of any Taſte or Mean- 
ing, would better approve of an Account of each 
County done by: one that had liv'd 20, 30, or 40 
Vears, and was ſtill living in the County he pre- 


tends to deſcribe. In like manner, but with 
more 
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more Reaſon, will any Man in England, who is 
not to be fobb'd off with a ſuperficial Account of 
the Concerns of our American Colonies (which 
are at a greater Diſtance from one another, and 
more different in their Soil, Trade, and Manu- 
factures, than the moſt diſtant Counties of Great 
Britain) prefer an Account of each done by One 
that had lived long and lately in the Colony 
he treats of, than a general View of them all 
(which perhaps no man living is able to give to 
purpoſe) or even a particular Account of any 
one, by a Tranſient Trader, who (not to ſay the 
worſt of the Caſe) cannot in many things of no 
ſmall moment ſee with his own Eyes, but muſt 
depend on the Reports of others. And yet, 
with what Fondneſs and Eagerneſs do too many 
at home receive every Report of us, and our 
Affairs, that comes from ſuch Perſons, or from 
others who cannot be thought to know more of 
us, but rather leſs, than they do? And ſo by 
crediting their ſlender (or wrong) Relations of 
Places and People ſo remote from Great Britain, 
in Oppoſition to thoſe of the longeſt Settlers in 
the Plantations, who ſhould be believ'd to know 
their own Condition and Situation beſt, ſuffer 
themſelves to be led into many foul Miſtakes con- 
cerning us, both in our Civil and Religious In- 
tereſts. Of the latter of theſe there is a ſad In- 
ſtance now before us, with reſpe& to the Pro- 
pagation of the. Goſpel amongſt the Negro- 
Slaves of the Sugar Colonies, as I think has 
been fully made out in a late Eſſay concerning the 
Converſion of theſe poor Creatures, in a Letter from 
bence to the Right Rev. the Lord Biſhop of London; 
Lond. printed for F. Wilford, 1730. I paſs'over the 
Regard that muſt always be paid to Men of Emi- 
nence and Authority in the Colonies, "whoſe In- 
tereſt however it often is (as Things are 'order*d) 
| to 
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te hide or darken Truth ;, as knowing the Caſe to 
admit of no Remedy, but what ariſes from the 
Wiſdom. and Penetration of thoſe in England, to 
whom the judging of ſuch Reports belongs. 

1 O return: If our Mother Country finds, 
upon Examination, that it is more her Intereſt 
to go upon New Sugar Settlements, than to im- 
prove ber old ones in the V eſt-Indies, tis plain 
ſhe muſt contrive other Ways of doing it than by 
our Means. Barbados, with all her boaſted 
Wealth, is ſcarce able to ſupport herſelf in the 
Perfection to which ſhe is arriv'd; the Leward 
Hand; and Jamaica, are unable to purchaſe 
Stock and Negroes to ripen their ſeveral Settle- 
ments; and, upon conſidering the preſent Num- 
ber of the white Inhabitants of all our Sugar Co. 
lonies, (for the Knowledge whereof I beg leave 
to refer the Reader to the Board of Trade, or the 
Plantalion Office in London, where he will find 
Accounts that may be depended on, of the Num- 
bers of the white Men, Women, and Children, 
now ſettled. on each Iſland) I doubt not but it 
will appear that, far from putting us on ſettling 
more Colonies, it is the Intereſt of England to 
divert us by all imaginable Ways, from making 
any ſuch Attempt at all, were we diſpos'd to 
ſet upon it, and rather to think (if ſhe thinks us 
worth keeping) how to ſave us from utter Ruin, 
in Caſe a Breach ſhould happen betwixt her and 
a certain European Neighbour) in theſe. Parts. 
THE IL who talk moſt in England of making 
and ſettling, New Plantations, do not, I fear, un- 
derſtand what it is to make and ſettle a New Su- 
gar Plantation. Whatever Figure St Chriſtopber's 
makes in the Maps, it does not contain (by the 
Survey, both of the French and Engliſh Part, 
made in the Tear 1722, by Mr Ravel the King's 
Surveyor of the Zeward lands): above 25,000 
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Acres of Cane- Land; and yet requires, to ſettle 
it duly, about 24, 00 Negroes, Which at 22 J. 
per Head, one wich another, is — 328, o00 J. 
The Dwelling, Boiling, Curingg , 
i and Still- Houſes; Coppers i 
Stills, Mills, and other Imple 5 06 
ments and Utenſils forthe boil-/ 12 100190 tst 
ing, caring, and Still-Houſes, > 700,000" / 
and Horſes, Males; and Cart. 
Cattle ro employ 24, 00 Ne. 
groes, would coſt a good deal |- 5 
RD 
7 29234 {0 „ +211} 1:05 dene 
W-$19501 10 3:09 d „nomen DJ ATTEND: & 
And tho? ho fuch Number of Slaves can be em- 
ployed at firſt in forming a Sugar Settlement of 
the like Extent in the W2t-Ingies, yet whoever 
knows the Difficulties and Dangers of clearing 
a Place here out of Woods, (Which has been 
ever fatal to the Beginners) will own, that a con- 
ſiderable Number both of White Men and well- 
ſieaſoned Negroes are abſolutely neceſſary to 
| ſuch an Undertaking; and neither of theſe are 
to be got but from our Iſlands already ſettled ; 
and QI have ſhewed before, that it is not the In- 
4 tereſt of England to have our Hands ſo diver- 
ted: And tho' ſome among us who are fond 
of Change, or new Experiments, (and ſome ſuch 
there ate / in all Countries) would certainly join 
in the moſt hazardous and deſperate Adventutes, 
yet I date ſay their Number would be very 
ſmall ; of which the Gentlemen in Exgland who 
preach up new Settlements are ſo well aware, 
that Mr Gee ſays, our Planters will make what 
Intereſt they can (as they have good Cauſe) to 
Prevent | their making and ſetiling any new Planta- 
tion. And I hope the Propoſers of new Set- 
tlements at Tobago and Santa Cruz do not mean 
44 N to 
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to make them by draining the ſeveral Goals 
of Great Britain and Ireland, or by ſummoning 
in the Refugees from Popiſh Countries; for tho? 
the Settlements on Barbadoes and the  Leward 
Iſlands were made at firſt, by very indifferent 
Hands, and without Negroes, yet nothing, of 
Moment, and very little of Sugar- making, was 
undertaken in any of them, till the Sufferings 
of the King's Friends after the Battle of Naſeby, 
and the fore Defeats at Worceſter and elſewhere, 
and Oliver's Conqueſt of Ireland, furniſhed them 
with another ſort. of Hands; and tho* Jamaica 
was conquered and ſettled at firſt by People of 
a different Complexion, yet moſt of them were 
Men of good Senſe, Honour, and Worth, as 
the Times went, and (if Oldmixon ſays true in his 
Hiſtory of that Ifland, p. 258.) 2000 of the old 
Cavaliers embarked with them. Our Mother 
Nation has indeed been liberally diſpenſing ue 
Filth and Putrefaction both in her Sugar and 
Tobacco Colonies for the laſt ſixty or ſeventy 
ears; People (it ſeems) that are not bad 
enough for the Gallows, and yet too bad to live a- 
mong their , virtuous Countrymen at Home; but 
alas! her Bounty this Way has proved very 
much a. Hinderance, and very little a Help to us, 
not one in twenty of theſe Convicts being fit 
for any good Purpoſe, but almoſt all of them 
growing worſe and wickeder by the Change of 
WE may therefore preſume that the Proje- 
fors of new Sugar Colonies are not for begin- 
ning with ſuch Hands; as in truth there is no 
neceſſity for it: England has been ingaged in 
no bloody War ſince the Ceſſation in 1712, 
and no Plague (praiſed be GOD) or grievous 
Calamity has befallen her for many Years; 
ſhe cannot therefore but be full of Hands of 
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the better Sort, very fit (as Eugliſimen are in 
many reſpects fitter than moſt other Nations) 
to ſettle Colonies abroad; or if ſhe cannot, 
aftet all, conveniently ſpare a due Number of 
Hands, her Plantations on the Continent will 
abundantly ſupply that Defect. New England 
is ſaid to contain above 120, 00 Whites, which 
is more, by perhaps one half, than are in all 
Jamaica, Barbadoes, and the Leward Iſlands ; 
to be poſſeſſed of 38,000 Tons of Shipping, 
at the leaſt; and in theſe, together wich the 


Fiſheries, to employ from gj to 6000 Men. Vir- 
ginia, Maryland, and South Carolina are full both 


of Whites and Blacks. New York and the Fer- 


ſeys are ſtrong in Hands. And People have ſo 


flocked to Penſylvania from Ireland, Wales, the 
Palatinate, our Sugar Colonies, and other Places, 
that in a very few Years above 20, ooo were 
added to her former great Numbers, which are 
now reckoned by ſome (who ſeem: to ſpeak 
from their-own Knowledge) to be more than 
thoſe of both the Carolina's, and both the To: 
bacco Colonies together; no Place on the Con- 
tinent flouriſnes like it for Numbers, the City 
of Philadelphia containing not fewer than 2400 
Houſes, and above 12, ooo Souls of the ſundry De- 
nominations, viz. Church of England Men, Ana- 
baptiſts, Independents, c. who are all on a Level 
there, and Quaters who rule the Province; and, 
which is of more Conſequence in forming a Su- 
gar Settlement, the Inhabitants '[of New Eng- 

nd and Penfytvania] are ſaid to be unacquain- 
ted with Exceſs and Luxury, a People parſi- 
monious to a Proverb, among whom Induſtry 
is principally regarded, and Vice and Effemina- 
ey diſcountenanced, and whoſe rigorous Laws 
and Cuſtoms are ſuch, as to make them be gene- 
rally hated by the riotous and debaucked * 
10 N 2 0 
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of Mankind. What are not fuch Numbers, 
with ſuch Qualifications, able to effect? Was 
the World to be ranſacked, it could not certain- 
ly furniſh a fitter People to begin anew Sugar 
Colony at leaſt, if to their other Accompliſh- 
ments they would add moral Honey, which 
Ido not find their Advocates mention as an 
Ingredient in their Character, becauſe, without 
Punctuality and Uprightneſs in Dealing they 
never: would, with all their other Perfections, 
make an advantageous Settlement here; and 
then let England join a little of her own, immenſe 


Stock and Subſtance with that of this excellent 


People, land what ſhould hinder them from 
quickly! compleating a Sugar Colony in the 
Haft. Indien and would not that in Time pro- 
duce a Second, and both of them a Third, and 
ſo. on, till our Settlements in theſe Parts ſhould 
enable us to under - ſell all our Rivals: in the Su- 
gar- Manufacture? bor 

„WHA a fine Scene ! what a glorious Proſ- 
pect is here! And yet, without pre- 


tending to Skill in Prophecy, I dare aſſure 


e Projectors (if it is worth while to be ſe- 
rious with them) that, as it is evident England 
has not been able for the laſt ſeventy Tears to 
make any new Sugar Settlement, (for Toriola and 
Spaniſ;Town deſerve not the Name of Sugar 
Settlements, and the little good they do accrues 
to the Danes and Dutch, and not to their Mother 
Nation) ſo neither will ſhe; in a much longer time 
to come, ſettle any Sugar Colony of Importance 
in the West- Indies, unleſs (as the Author of the 

ccount of the Sale of: the French Lands in St 

hriſtopher's obſerves); we knew: how to get 
Porto-rice from the Spaniard, which indeed 
would ſoon: prove more -beneficial to her thin 
all the Sugar - Colopics ſhe was ever —_ 
ty = Ol, 
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of; Jamaica alone excepted. Take but care not 


to diſtribute the Land there d la mode de St-Chri- 


ftopher's, and then would you ſee the Planters 
going thither in Shoals from Barbadoes and the 
Leward Iſlands; the money'd Men in England 
would court to be Proprietors; and far from 
complaining (as Mr Gee ſays our Planters do) that 
too many Sugars are made, Sugar would be made 
as if the Manufacturers Eds ape en could 
never be made. 

AND here, having nain'd my 'Aucher againz 
I ſhall inſert another Paragraph of his Account, 
which; as I ſaid before, was written in the Month 
of Fune, 1727. | 
I ſhall mention (/a * one Thing. more; 
which was ſo far from, making thoſe chat had 
purchas'd repent. their Bargains, or from hin- 
dering others to purchaſe, : that it contributed 
not a little to the contrary, The People know- 
ing their Inability to comply with the Condi- 
tions impos'd on them, were eaſily flatter'd 
into hopes, that they might with Advantage 
« ſettle Santa Cru (an Iſland that had been long 
diſſettled by the French) and ſo have the Plea- 
* ſure of leaving their Poſſeſſions in St Chrifto- 
© pher's on the hands of the Commiſſioners. 
© But this was a weak Projection: The French 
may be our very good Friends in ſome Mat- 
ters, but when any of our Attempts do bur 
ſeem to threaten their Affairs in the remoteſt 
Proſpect, their Complaiſance is at an end; 
* witneſs Santa Lucia, which in Exgli6 Hands 

< might indeed have prov'd as coed a Curb 
on their Caribbee. [lands in Time of War, as 
Gibraltar (may ſuch Compariſons be made) * 
Hat preſent on the Spaniards, Algerines,” and o- 
ther Nations thereabouts: Wherefore it was 


. en chat the French (being what they 
are, 
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are, that is, clear-ſighted- to the common In» 
« tereſt, and provident of Poſterity ) ſhould have 


© ſuffered us to hold a Settlement there on any 


Terms. And altho' Santa Cruz can never at- 
fect them near ſo ſenſibly, yet none could rea- 
© ſonably think they would have allowed us to 
« ſettle an Iſland of theirs, unleſs (which Eugliſb- 
men will not do if they can help it) we od 
+ firſt agreed to live under a French Government, 
and to admit of their Religion. However, 
© ſeveral of the Inhabitants of St: Chriftopher's, 
8 {ad of catching at any thing that promis'd De: 
t liverance, went to that Ifland, where they 
c 2 abundance of People of all Nations 
cutting Fuſtict, but could not upon viewing 
1 Cake Place, and adviſing. with thoſe upon it, 
< , perceive the leaſt Encouragement to form a 
Settlement there; and many of them falling 
fick with traverſing of the Woods, and _ 
© upon making what Haſte they could back again 
© 'for'their Health, and one of the chief Adven- 
< turers dying; with the Fatigues of the Voyage, 
< that. Project ceas'd, and the People found them- 
e ſelves under a ſtill greater Neceſſity of embra- 
<:cing the the Commiſſioners Demands.] 
BT it will doubtlefs be ſaid, Why ſhould 
not England make new Sugar Settlements, ſince 
we ſee France ſo ſucceſsful in the like Under- 
takings at preſent, as at Santa Lucia, Domini- 
co, * Vincent 's, and (as it is Jaid ) at Ps 


20 which I infoer, firſt, That as > PO ag 
ve begin any ſuch Attempt, the Prench conſtant- 
ly attack us (Peace or War, it is all one with 
them) before we have Time to form the Settle- 
ment, as they did lately at Santa Lucia, and 
formerly (I think) at Santa Cruz, and the Spant- 
ard. 3 or Becquay, in the Year 1778, 
6 when 


„ 
when our People of Anguilla were fixing them- 
ſelves there; and, as we commonly ſtarve the 
Cauſe, ſo in all their Attacks on ſuch Occaſions, 
they never fail to bring a Force ſufficient to de - 
ſtroy ten times our Strength and Numbers; where- 
as now that they are ſettling Santa Lucia, Daminico, 
&c. far from diſturbing our Veſſels from Ireland 
and the North Continent, daily furniſh them with 
Proviſions and Materials to carry on their Settle- 
ments, without which it would be next to im- 
poſſible for the French, or more expenſi ve than 
advantageous, either to make new, or improve 
any one of their old Settlements any where in the 
Caribbee Hands. Some Account of theſe Matters 
was given in a Letter dated at Martinico, May 1, 
1730. and publiſh'd in Fog's Journal of September 
the 19th, the ſame Year; (wherein the Writer 
hinted at a ſure Way of diſcovering the French 
Proceedings in theſe Parts) and the ſame has ſince 
been confirm'd and amplify'd by Applications 
from Barbadoes, and ſome of the Leward [/lands, 
tho? hitherto without any viſible good Effect. 
How long we ſhall deem it prudential to ſit ſtill, 
cannot be ſaid here; but certain it is, the French, 
ever ſtudious in improving Opportunities, are 
making the moſt of the preſent. noloQ 
- BUT, Secondly, It is a great Miſtake to 
think that the French are ſettling St Lucia, St Vin- 
cen!'s, &c. for the ſake of increaſing their Sugar 
Manufactures, which none of theſe Iflands can 
ever do to any great Degree, unleſs that Manu- 
facture was to take ſome ſtrange and every way 
unforeſeen Turn in the Meſt-Indies, ſuch a Turn as 
it would be (for Example) at Home, if no more 
Malt- Liquor could be brew'd in South- Britain, 
Ireland, and all Scotland, except Orkney, Shet- 
land, and the Je of Skie ; and therefore their 
Settlers on & Lucia, &c. are not allow'd to ſet 


oy 
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up the Sugar Manufacture at all, but only to 


—— 5 Indian Proviſions, Cotton, and Tobacco, 


and to rear ſmaller Stock: For the French have 
Employment more than enough for ten times the 
Stock and Number of Hands, Black as well as 
White, they are now poſſeſs'd of, or like to be 
anger oft an haſte, in H ;ſpanibla (a Place of a- 
1200 Miles in Compaſs) where the £ 

Manufacture may be ſupported and enlarg'd with 
more Eaſe, Succeſs, and Certainty, than it is 
poſſible for them, or any other Nation in being, 
to carry it on in any or all theſe Iſlands; and 
8 if planted as Martinica is, would produce 
nothing of it's Natural Wealth) more Su- 

5 1 Cocoa, and other valuable West. 
India Commodities; than all Europe could con- 
ſume But che Duke of NMontagus Attempt to 
ſettle St. Luria and St Vincent's, is what alarm'd 
the French; from whence they concluded, that 
we, conſidering our Notions of New Sugar Set- 
tlements, ade: not deſiſt whilſt there was one 
Iſland more hereabouts left unſettled, which 
(wherher-our Adventurers meant ſo or no) would 
put us in a better Condition than we yet have 
been, in of annoying them upon Occaſion, in 
their Colonies of Mar iinico and Guadalope, if not 
in Hiſpuniola too, and therefore the French forth- 
with ſet upon ſettling of them all themſelves; as, 
indeed, in order to lay a ſure Foundation for 
their Projects in America, it is viſibly their Inte- 
reſt firſt to ſecure the Poſſeſſion of St Lucia, 
Daminico, St Vincent's, and Deſſeada, and rather 
for a while to ſuſpend their Progreſs even in 
Hiſpanioia, than ſuffer any one of them, on any 
Account whatſoever, to fall into our Hands. 
They ſay that, on every Rupture with us, their 
Pofts Mons in 81 Chriſtopher's lay at our Mercy, 
m yielded up their Share of it with- 
out 
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out Reluctance at Urechi; they found it not 
worth while to protect Santa Cruz on all Events, 
and therefore diſplanted it long ago; and I am 
much miſtaken if the Dutch may not, when they 

leaſe, ' have the French Half of the Iſlands of 
Martin, and the Whole of St Bartholomew, for 
any Shadow of an Equivalent; and were we diſ- 
poſed to make ſuch a Renunciation of our Right 
to & Lucia, St Vincent's, Dominico, and Deſſeada, 
as would execute itſelf, or to give ſatisfactory Se- 
curity that we would never ſettle any of them, 
they might all remain unpeopled for the French 
till Doomſday. Tis the Preſervation of Marti- 
nico, and the Enlargement of their Strength in 
Hiſpaniola, that the French are intent upon at pre- 
ſent, and neither make nor unmake any Sugar 
Settlements here, but with a View to thoſe. 
WHATEVER the late King James and his 
Brother of France were in other Matters, the 
underſtood the Trading Intereſt of their People 
better than their Predeceſſors. Both had vaſt 
Views on this fide the Globe, which no human 
Power was able to ſtop either of them from ac- 
compliſhing, unleſs they ſtopp'd one the other. 
To prevent which a Treaty was concluded at 
Mbiteball, in November 16 80, by the eighteenth 
Article whereof it is agreed, That if any Breach 
ſhould bappen between the two Crowns in Europe, 
true and firm Peace and Neutrality ſhall however 
continue in America, between the Britiſh and French 
Nations, in the ſame Manner as if ſuch Breach in 
Europe had not happened. It needs not be ſaid, 
that all King James's Deſigns in America ſunk 
with himſelf; the French King, whether he hop'd 
to carry his without this Neutrality, or that he 
thought our Nation, then exaſperated on other 
Accounts, would not much regard a Treaty of 
King James's contriving, toek Care to be before- 
e 0 hand 
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band with us, and violated it firſt, by driving 
the Engh/b from St Chriſtopher's, in the Year 
1689. No let us ſee what has followed this 
Breach : The Colonies of Martinico, Cuadalope; 
and Marigalante, are improv'd to more than ten 
times what they then were; the French have ſo 
prevail'd in Hiſpaniala, that the Spaniard will 
hardly ever attempt to beat them out of it, what- 
ever they may do to the Spaniard; their Progreſs 
on the Northern Continent, down into the Gulph 
of Mexico, is an Object of our Fears rather than 
our Knowledge; and (if ſo ſmall a Matter may 
be repeated again) they are now, by the Help 
of Ireland and our Northern Plantations, ſecuring 
St Lucia, &. Vincent's, and Dominico (not indeed 
for their intrinſick Worth, but) to ſerve as Out- 
guards or Frontiers to their better Settlements: 
To balance all this, England not only regain'd 
her Part of S: Chriſtopher's, but expell'd the 
French from theirs, in 1690; King William res 
ſtor'd it to them at Reſwick ;, we took it again 
ſoon after his Death in 1702; and France, glad 
to get handſomely rid of it, yielded up the 
Whole. at Utrecht, to be peſſeſs'd for ever by 
Britiſh Subjects alone; and we have ſold the ſame 
to the very Perſons who riſqu'd. their Lives to 
take and defend it for a Sum of Money, to be 
applied (as is ſet forth in the Commiſſion for the 
Sale) to the Uſe of the Publick, purſuant to an Ad- 
dreſs of the Houſe of Commons; which Sum, how 
enormous ſoever in itſelf, and ruinous to the un- 
fortunate Purchaſers, will very probably end in 
a moſt miſerable Trifle (to ſay no worſe) to the 
Publick. | in hne 
THE Truth is, France has of late chang'd 
many of her old Plantation - Maxims, and among 
others, eſtabliſh'd that fundamental one, mention- 
_ ed, before from Dr Davenant, of giving very large 
44 N Appoints» 
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Appointments to the Governors out of the King*s Cof- 
fer, not allowing them to draw any Advantages, or 
Profits, from the Inhabitants, without the ſtricteſt 
Obſervance of which no Sugar Colony in the 
Weſt-Indies, will ever proſper in the Hands of 
any Nation. Nay more, ſhe has chang'd (at 
leaſt in this Part of the World) her very Genius 
too, or rather dropt what was vicious in it; and 
all her Undertakings here, ſeem to have been 
contrived wich as much Thought and Delibera- 
tion, as it is obvious they are carried on with a 
Patience and Steddineſs unknown to her in for- 
mer Times; of which her Louiſiana or Miſſiſſipi, 
which has ſtarv'd and deſtroy'd ſo many Thou. 
ſands of her People, and is, notwithſtanding in- 
finite Diſcouragements, reſolutely proſecuted, is 
one glaring Inſtance, as her advancing her Su- 
gar Colonies in the Weſt- Indies, and the Value of 
her Sugar-Manufactures at the Market in Europe, 
in Oppoſition to a Nation that could have cruſh'd. 
them long ago, and is ſtill able to wound both 
in their Vitals, is another diſmal one to us. 
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pe, 51. J. 6. for him, read them. P. 59. J. 27. for 
ſettle to, read to ſettle, P. 73. 1.18. for eaſy conceive, 
read ealy to conceive. Ibid. I. 36. for unreaſonable, read rea- 
lonable. P. 95. J. 7. after diſturbing, add a Comma. 


